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By D. L. Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


je er. 10. 25. Pour out thy Fury upon — the — 


that call not upon thy Name. 
[Gen. 18. 19. For I * him, that be will command his 


_ Children and his Houſbold, &c. 
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Joſhua 24. 15. 


——— But fer ME and my HOUSE, 
we: will Serve the LORD. 


HE Great and Glorious Gud, the Crea- 
tor and Former of all things; In wn 
- tbe whole Family of Heaven and Earth is 
named; hath in Infinite Wiſdom, ſo or- 
Idered and diſpoſed all his Creatures, as may moſh 


own Glory. And therefore hath diſtributed the 
everal Communities, Societies and Relations of 
the Children of Men (as to the Government of them) 
in ſuch a Manner as may be every way conducible 
o that Supream and Ultimate End of his. Hence 
hen it is, that as the Heavens are the Habitation 
of his Throne, the Place where he is attended 


his Pleaſure and fulfil his Commands: So He bath 
given the Earth unto the Children of Men. Expe&ing: 
and requiring, that every one in their ſeveral Pla- 
es, Stations, Relations and Capacities, ſhould by 


hereunto; teſtify their abſolute Dependance on 
him; Truſt in him; and Reſignation of themſelves. 


ple of this Renowned Patriot, in the Words now be- 

Fore us; But as for me and my, Houſe, we will &. 
This Book of which our Text is part, deſcribeth 

the Entrance of the Children of Iſrael into the ro- 


A* miſ ec 


harmonioully and eminently tend, to advance his 


with innumerable Companies of Angels, which do 


erving of Him, and ſincerely Engaging. themſelves 


and their ALL unto him; according to the Exams - 


„ * 


— 
— 


And this he improves, as a cogent Argument, that 


_— 
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2 The Duty aud Property 
miſed Land; It is intituled the Book of Joſhua (as Nhe Se 
ſome think) becauſe he was the Penman of it, others Iy of 
judge it bears his Name, becauſe the principal Mat- Seco 
ters handled therein, are the Acts of Foſbua, the Sue-Nenant 
et ſſour of Moſes; the Leader of the People and ation 
chief Captain of Iſrael; under whoſe Conduct they olemi 
eonquer'd the Land, divided it, and took Poſſeſſion W Thir, 
of it: The Scope of this Book then, is particularly Rnd El 
to diſplay and i lluſtrate Gods exact Fatthfulneſs, Ihe Ch 
in fulfiling all that he had promiſed to his People; Þ In t 


2 to their Deliverance out of Hypt, Entrance into 1. 


and Reſidence in, the Land of Canan; after their Iro thi 
boilſome, troubleſome andtedious Maxch, thro? the Ihem, 
Wilderneſs, and Conflict with Enemies and Perſtiti 
Oppoſitions. All which is ſurely a Repreſentation 
ot the Deliverance of Sinners from the Bondage of In this 
Sin, their being outed of all Self- Sufficiency and ain'd, 
Excellency, in their. Wilderneſs State of Spiritual Ngainſt 
Diftreſs : And their Entrance into, and Reſidence in o the 
the Canaan of Complacency. in, and Peace with res tt 
Sod: All this being under the powertul Conduct Rhom 
of the Bleſſed Ixsus, of whom this Foſbua was in Kher th 
theſe things a lively Type and Figure: As he was em, 
alfo in bis Name, which is from the ſame ide of 
Hebrew Word YWY which ſignifies to fave or make ers fe; 
fate, and is ſo interpreted, reſpe&ing the Saviour Þ 2, W 
ef the World, Mat. 1. 21. : - 
This Twenty fourth Chapter contains, the De hony « 


elaration of thoſe things which Joſbua teſtified, in / Hou 


a Way of Hiſtorical Recitation, and in a Way of Ve- fete. 
bement Exhbortation to the People, immediately b. hin 
fare his Death. | | 

Particularly, In it we have (Firſt) Joſbua's Oration 
er Sermon, in which he commemorates, the many 
Mercies they had been Partakers of, in their com- 
ing torth out ot Egypt, and ſince that unto this Day. 


dhey fhnould whelly and Onely give up themſelves * 


o 


— — — 2292 
_ — eg 


of a ReBgitne Honftoutder. 3 
he Service of the Lord, with all Truth and Sinceri- 
y of Heart, This from the rf. to the 1610. 7 


Mat- Secondh, We have Account of the Renewal of Ch. 
Sue-Fenant betwixt God and the People, or a new Obli- 


ation of the People to Obedience of the Law, in a 
olemn Manner, verſe r&;F0 the 29. 

Thirdly, We have Account of the Death of Fofbua 
ad Elenzar the High-Prieſt, verſe 29. to the End of 
be Chapter and of the Book. 

In this 15. v. we may note breifly, 

1. Explicitely propounded, a ſeeming Permiſſon 
o them, upon Szppoſition of an evil Inclination Ix 
hem, to depart from the Lord, to Idolatry and Su- 
derſtition. And if it ſeem evil'unto yur, to ſerve the 
rd, (es ye thu Day whom ye will: ſtrove, c. Yet | 
n this Manner of ſpeaking, there1s Ur con- 1 
Hain'd, a ſerious Warning and ſpfernn Dehortation, i. 
gainſt their turning aſide, from following the Lord, 

0 the Worſhip and Service of falſe Gods: He de- - 
res them to be Plain, Clear, and Above-Board 
& hom they would chuſe to ſerve and worſhip, whe. 

her the God who had done ſuch great things for 
hem, or other Gods on this Side, or on the other 
ide of the Flood, Whether the gods which your Fa- 
Vers ferved, &c. | | : | ) 

z. We have his Perfouat and Plow Reſolution, ex- | 
ibited to them, for their Example, and as a Teſti- 
ony of his own Uprightneſs, — But as for me and 

Houſe, we will ſerve the Lord. Here then we ma 
ote. 5 The Perſon engaging, and that is uud, | 
Fhimſelt, and thoſe under his „ re Charge: 
le doth en age for them, and with them; As for 

E and my Houſe, &c. (2.) The Duty he engageth. 
nto the Performance ot, and that is, zo SERVE the ih 
ord, (3.) We have here a free and voluntary, and 
et frm and ſtedtaſt Reſolution, with full Conſent” \ 
f the Wall engag'd for Performauce thereof; Ve | 

A 4 Witt. 
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4 The Duty and Property 
WII ſerve the Lord. In a Word, it is an expticite 
Declaration, of an inward pious Reſolution. Now 
Scripture Examples ate tor our Inſtruction, and 
the Practice of this Eminent Perſon, thus preſented 
unto 18, ought to be imitated by 16, and lays Obli- 
gation upon Us to do according thereunto- 
So that the DOCTRINE 18 

That it is the ſpecial Duty and peculiar Property, of all 

Religious Houſholders, to bind themſelves and all un- 

der their Charge; by a Firm, Solemm and Explicite 

Reſolution to ſerve the Lord. : 

In opening this Doctrine we may enquure, (i.) 
How it appears, that Foſbna ſpeaks this as an Houſb- 
older or Maſter of a Family. (2.) What we are to 
underſtand here by ſerving the LORD. (3.) What 


A 
Tribe 
whole 
it is 
or L. 
the 1 
He W. 
Lina; 
Purpi 
Fami 
Perſy 
perio 
Come 7 
Satlvat 


CONCce 
Child 


Influence a ſolenm and explicite Reſolution hath, up- 
on the vigorous Exerciſe of Religion in a Family, 

.) Why it is the Duty and Property of a religious 

ouſholder thus to reſolve and Practice. And fo 
we may proceed to the Application. 

Queii. 1. How doth it appear, that Joſhua ſpeaks 
thu as an Houſbolder or Maſter of a Family? 
For Anſwer. The Hebrew Word u here rendred 
Houfe, 1s ſometimes taken literally and properly, 
for a Dwelling-houſe or material Butlding, in 
which Perſons do dwell and inhabit; fo it it uſed, 
Gen. 19. 4. They beſet the Houſe round, (1. e.] the 
Dwelling-place of Lot and his Family.. This Houſe 
cannot ſerve the LoxD. But beſides this proper, the 
Word Houſe hath many Figurative Acceptations in 
Scripture; I ſhall mention only ſych as tend to 
clear up the Matter now before us: Sometime 
then, it is a comprehenſive Term, including: 
People, Nation or Kingdom; thus the People of 1/- 
Yael, are called the Houſe of Iſrael, Ezek. 3. 1, 4, 7. Gove 
A retellioas. Houſe, Chap. 2. 5. | 
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Again 


of x Religious Hauſbolder. 5 
Again, Sometimes it is put for a particular 
Tribe; thus the Tribe of Benjamin is call'd,, The 
whole Honft'of Benjamin, 2 Saw. 3, 19. Sometimes, 
it is taken yet more ſtrictly, for a particular Stock 
or Linage, thoſe of the ſame Race, deſcending from 
the ſame Anteſtors; thus it is faid, 1 Sam. 25. 3. 
He was of the Houſe of Caleb, (i. e.) of bis Stock or 
Linage. But yet more directly to our preſent 


Purpoſe: It is put for all that qwell together in a 


Family, colle&ivety conſider d; and for the ſeveral 
Perſons there, ſuſtaining ſeveral Relations, of Su- 
periours, Interiors and Equals : Thus Gen. 7. 1. 
Come thou and all thy Houſe into the Ark, &. For the 
Salvation of thus Houſe, Noah is ſaid to be greatly 
ecncern'd, Heb. 11. 7. Here in ſpecial a Mans 
Children and natural Poſterity are his Houſe, Hal. 
49- 11. That. their. Houſes ſoall continue for ever, &c. 
(3, e. that their Children and Poſterity, fhall be 
multiplied upon the Earth from Trme to Time 
and their Race and Lin not be cut off: Of 
this Houſhold and Family, every Maſter hath a 
particular Cate, and Charge, committed unto him 
— bleſſed God, the Neglect whereof is a great 

and Shame; as we. read, 1 Tim. 5. 8. Such a 
N -- pF hath denied the: Prath and us worfe than an 
Tifidel. Now Joſbua was the chi Captain, Leader 
and Ruler, of the whole Nation or Houſe of Iſrael, 
as he was the Succeſſor of Mofes; hence he had in- 
cluſively the Charge of every. particular Tribe; 
there (more ſtriaty) he had -peculi#r Regard to his 
roper Race and e, thofe of his Kindred on 


whom he had Influence by Relation, as well as Of- 


Itice: And in fhort his own Houſhold and Family, 


werethe iramediate Objects of his daily Care and 
Goverument; he therefore in our Text, gives us 
his Reſolution to'ferve and honour God, in aud 
with his Family; by his hoky Dictates and Exarh- 
5 ples 


l 
, 
| 


* 


dience to his Will and 
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The Duty and Property 


. Declaring tho* other Tribes, Families, and 
ouſholds, ſhould forſake the Lord; Yet be and 
his Family wou'd ſerve Him with all their Heart. 
0 2. What are we to underſtand by ſerving the 
10 | 

For Anſwer, The Hebrew Word ay here uſed 
is very comprehenſive, and 1s orgs 4 nterpreted ; 
being put for the Service of God, of Man, and of 
the Earth; that which we are concern'd about, is 
the Service of the Lox D: Hence more generally, 
It is oftentimes put for all Religion, Deut. 6. 13. 
Thou ſbalt fear the Lord thy God and SERVE Him ond. 
Thus it comprehends 1n it all Kind of religious 
Duties, which are to be attended in a well order'd 
and holy Converſation here in the World. For 
this ſerving the Lo, is enjo 
Him, 1 Sam. 12. 24. Onely 2 the Lord and ſerve 
bim, 8c. Fearing the Lord implies a graciow'Prin- 
ei ple in the Soul, ſerving of him denotes the Exer- 
cif of Grace manifeſted by a cheerful and diligent 
attending, unto all Duties which are to be pertor- 
ok But of mow many 3 of this 

ord ( Serve) in Scripture; there are principal 
Fhree which do afford us Light, to the — 
ing the Matter now befbreus; (I.) It is put for 

orſhip;, and ſo read by the A , Heb. 12. 28. 
To ſerve him acceptably, with Reverence and godly Fear. 
(i. e.) To worflip him. (2.) It is put for Subjedi- 
on to his Soveraignty; Hal. 2. 11. Serve the Lord 
with Fear, 8c. The Words following clear it, to 
imply Subje&ion. Verſe 12. Kiſs the Son leaſt be be 
angry, and ye periſh in the Way, that is, with a Kiſs of 
Subje4ion to his Authority; (3.) It is put for Obe- 
mmmand; fo the Three 


Children, Dan. 3. 17. The God whom we ſerve, (i. e.) 

whom we devote our ſelves to Obey, both in doing 

his Will, and ſuffering his Pleaſure: Thus 35 
| : PO 


yned with 2 of 


of 4 Religious Houſholder. 
A poſtle explains Service by Obedience, Rom. 6: 16. 
Hu Servants are to ye whom you obey, &c. Theſe 
Things are imply' d in Serving the Loxp : As there- 
re the Expreſſion refers to the conſtant and con- 
ſcientious Performance, of all Religious Duties: 
I reſerve the handling of them, to the Application 
as properly belonging to practical Godlineſs. 
And proceed to the Third Thing, to be enquir'd in- 
to, for opening the Doctrine. #2. 
Queſt. 3. What Influence an Explicite Reſolution 
bath, upon the vigorous Excerciſe of Religion in a Fa- 


mily ? 
| This will be cleared up in Conſidering theſe 
ings. 

Fit An Explicite Reſolution denotes a Particular 
Choice Of, aud Determination of the Mind About, the 
Thing concerming, which the Reſolution ii made. Man 
is a Cauſe, by Gaunſel of his own Acts: He is a 
Rational Agent, and while he is debating in his 
own Mind, camparing one Thing with another, 
and endeavouring to _— his Underſtanding, 
which is moſt Eligible and Advantagious; This or 
That: His Mind haggs in Suſpenſe, and is like the 
Beam of the Ballances on an even Pvize. But when 
Judgment pitcheth on one thing as an Objet much 
to be preferred to the other, the Choice is made; 
the Scale is turned; and a firm Reſolution puts the 
Matter out of Doubt; and makes appear to eve 
one, the Man accounts That, the moſt Acceptable 
and Excellent Object, utterly contemning vhatſo- 
ever ſtands any way in Competition therewith. - 
Thus Joſbua, in our Text and Context, declareth 
his fixed Reſolution, and unalterable Fixation, by 
an acquieſcing of his Soul on God, and devoting 
himſelt to his Service, as the moſt ſuitable and ad- 
æquate Object of Choice; rejecting and contemn- 

uſe you this Day whom you 
— But 


ing all other Gods; — 
will ſerve. 
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The Duty and Property 
= But As for me and my Houſe, we wilt ſerve the Lord. 
Now the Firmneſs of this Reſolution, is grounded || 
on the Eminency of the Properties of this Act of | 
Chooſing.. (1,) It is a Free Ad, being the Elicite 
Act of the Will hence when there is not an abſo- 
lute Freedom of Will in the Subject chuſing, there 


Cannot be a Choice made of Ibis, mote than of a- 


nother Object. (2.) It is a Deliberate Ad: When 
the ſudgment is called in, to caſt the Scale and de- 
termine the Matter. Thus Foſbua here ſignifies, he 
had weighed the Matter in the Ballarice of- ſound 
Judgment, and found that the Service of the LOXD 


_ Out-weigh'd all other Service whatſoever. (3.) It 


is an Ad that puts Reſpect, Preference and Prebeminence 
wpon the thing choſen; above all other things; So here 
in the Text, (. d.) Chuſe ye who#you will, to ſerve 
and worſhip, whom you will value and eſteem, as 
the ſupreme Object, of Divine Honour and Adora- 
tion; for my part, I am fully ſatisfied there is, 
none like unto the LORD the God of Heaven 
Neither it there any other god to be compared with 
hm, Iſa. 46. 5. : 

&condly.” An Explicite Reſolution, lays a Perſon 
under ſpecial Awe of GOD, in the Things concerning 
which the Reſolution j made. Theſe Reſolutions are 
Covenant Tranſactions with God, and Obligations 
of Soul to him. Now to tranſa& with the Infi- 
nitely Holy GOD in 2 Way of Covenant, is a very 
awful thing; Yea, it cannot be done without the 
greateſt Care imaginable, to comply with our En- 

agements, Thus Joſb1ta endeavours to poſſeſs the 
inds and Souls of the People, with the Solemni- 

ty of their Leg themſelves by Covenant tv 
erve the Lord, and him only; as in the 19th ty 


of this Chap. Ie cannot ſerve the Lord your God, for 
be is an Holy God, he i a jcalous God be will not forgive 
Jour Iniquity and your Sin, &c. (i. e.) Ye cannot, 2 
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Of a Religious Houſholder. _ 9 


{eſs you are reſolved in your Minds, by the Help 


f his Grace, to cleave cloſe to him, with all Sin- 
erity of Heart, for if you are deceittul in Making 
or negligent. in Keeping your Covenant with oy 


He will Return and do you Hurt, after that he hat 


one you good, v. 20. So ſolemn is the Obligation 
pf an Explicite Reſolution, in this great Duty of 
SERVING the Lord. 1 as 1 
Thirdly. An Explicite Reſolution will in its own 
ature, produce thoſe Effects, which may prevent & 
ſons neg lecting or delaying, the things about which 
ew reſoly'd. This Argument Feptha uſed to his 
Daughter; Jud. 11. 35. I have opened my Mouth to 
be Lord, and I cannot go back. He had not onely 
hought in his Heart, but ſpoken with his Mouth, 
nd thereby Explicuely Engaged himſelf in the 
latter; This made David, take ſpecial Gare of 
rforming his Vows; Becauſe, His Lips had utter- 
! them and his Mouth had ſpoken, when he was in 
Viſtreſs, Pſal. 66. * 
Particularly, theſe Effects are, 
I. Diligent attending unto thoſe Means, which 
nd directly to promote, that unto which a Per- 
on is reſolv'd. Such a Reſolution is a General 
bligation, under which all Particular Duties are 
0 mprehended. 
2. Stedfaſt PVithſtanding, and careful avoiding whate 
er might hinder our Complying with our Reſolution. 
o Coon as any Perſon comes up to a firm Reſo- 
ition, in a Matter of ſuch Importance, there are 
any Enemies and Oppofitions ſtep into the wa 


d hinder theix Compliance with it, and if poſſible 
2 them break and violate it. I ſhall menti- 
1 three. Rt.” MRS] 

Firſt, SATAN; he endeavours all he can to di- 
rt us From, or interrupt us In, our Obedience 3 
ut a reſolved Soul . the Temptation 1 


* 


— 


ix 

f 10 The Duty and Property 
Deteſtation, Get thee hehind me Satan, I am reſolv ( 
to ſerve the Lord, and will not (Divine Grace af 
fiſting) be diverted from my ftedtaſt Obedience to 
him, or betrayed by any of thy Power or Policy, tc 
the Service of any falſe God whatſoever, 

Secondly, CORRUPTION WITHIN; Such is th 
Property of that Corrupt Principle, that is in eve id 7 
ry one by Nature, that fo ſoon as any Check 1 
7 1 to its Motions and Operations, immediate 

it ſwells, ſtrives and ſtruggles; appears in it 
Colo; looks like it ſe1t, and becomes exceedin 
Sinful, Rom. 7. 8. Now holy and ſolemn Reſoluf 
tions and Covenants, are as Damms to ſtop th 
Tide, and obſtruct the Courſe of Sin: And wher 
firmly and regularly made, they cannot read1] 
be over-born, no not by the rapid Torrent of Ori 
ginal Concupiſcence; becauſe the Lord himſe 
will aſſiſt unto the fultilling of them. 

Thirdly, "CARNAL and SENSUAL OBJECTS; 
Worldly Things, are ready to enſnare and 1ntanyl 
us. The World is an Enemy to a Chriſtian's Ho 
lineſs, and thence oppoſeth all Things tendin 
thereunto: So that unleſs our Reſolutions be well 
fixed, the W hiſperings of this Buſineſs, and Emer 
gency of the other Affair, will obſtru& the Cour 
of our Obedience. Worldly Things will be nge: 
many Snares and Traps to intangle us, unleſs wiſe; yi ce 
can chaſe them away, with like Holy Zeal as t the 
Pſatmiſt did his wicked Enemies, Pſal. 119. 115. D. Ca, 
part from me ye Evil Doers; for I Will keep the Conſſuire 9 
| mandments of my God, i. e. I will maintain my ted um 


faſtneſs of holy Reſolution, and not let go min, hum 
ay”. 4 ſo long as ever I live. 25S el ; worſt 
. Fourthly and Laſtly. Explicite Reſolutions, Bafaker 
$ | Influence upon others, as they render thoſe about w inhoſt 1 
4 excuſabls, who do not take Example by them, anſęted u. 
endeavour to Practice accordingly. This * 
Sk. 8 
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12 'The Duty and Property 
the Lord He à God, be bath made us and not we our Hefenc 
felves, &. Now Prayers and Praiſes are Dutys of W Roch 
Natural Worſhip, which we owe unto God as oute 
Creatot, and are conſtantly to be attended, in the itabl 
Exerciſe of Religion in Families. 
Secondly. He i our PRESERVER by hu Novi. 
dence. As he did at firſt give us our Beings, fo 
te upholds us in our Beings: Our Lives, Moti- 
ons and Actions, are continually dependent upon . 
his Influeuce, Acts 17. 28. In him we live, and move, aith, 
and hate our eing.. Now this Providence is over ue th 
us, in two Reſpects, (1.) In Providing for u, all, © 
that is neceſſary, to the maintaining both oui d 
Podys and Souls in Life. Hence we read, That he Em: 
hat h according to Ins Divine Power, given unto us, al not L 


n all 

blidg' 
Thir 
ay cÞ 
d in t 


things nich pertain to Life and Godlineſs, 2. Pet. t. .abouy 


3. It is from this Liberal Hand of Divine Boun- ath p! 
ty, that common Favours are promiſcuouſly dif. Ser 

-nſcd"to Good and Bad, Mat. 5. 45. --- Makerh Neſus 
% dun to riſe, on the Evil and on the Good, and ſend. . Wi 
eth Rain, on the Juſt and on the Unjnſt. Thus Jacob N“ 9763 
acknowledged the Lord to have been his Feeder, all 5 Ve 
Us Life long, Gen. 48. 15. (z.) I Proteding of: w ew ard 
trom Injurtes. We are every Day, every Night, eſerv1 
yea every Hour, expos'd unto various Dangers and BY ht 
Caſualties, Wrongs and Injuries, from which the Ea 
Lord doth Neſerve and Deliver ns. He then, that and a 
is our Defender, may well challenge our Service need 
at all Times; now it is the Lord's peculiar Pro- Pain | 
rejty to defend us from ALL Evil, to preſerve our fepts C 
Gongs out, and our Comings in, from henceforth and (ts, 
for eder, Pſal. 121. 7, 8. Hence without his Pro- unt 
teftion we cannot be ſafe, Except the LORD Keep Peltere 
ite City, the Watchman waketh in vain, Pſal. 127. . het ſi 
On this Account, the People of God apply them- Sam 
ſelves to him, under ſuch Metaphors and Titles, * 7 


«4 denote the greateſt Security, Protektion and Tord: 
, Filigen 


2 
S 
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2, Wefence; Thus David, I love thee O Lord my Strength, 
Leber Kock, Forty ofe>=-Deliverer = ellen of 
as Om vation and High Tower, Plal. 18. 1, 12. i. e. A 
in the table and ſufficient Defence, at all Times and, 
| n all Occaſions. Hereby then we are ſtrongly 
Prov. Hblidg'd to Love, Fear and Serve him. 
12s, {of Thirdly, He us our REWARDER; and therefote 
Mori. ay challenge our Service. Thus he is propound- 
t upon in the Goſpel, as the adæquate Object of our 
1 move aith, Heb. 11. 6. He that cometh unto God muſt be- 
is Over Neve that be Is, and that be is a Rewarder of all them. 
*, all 


th our 
hat he 
us, al 
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aketh 
d ſend. 
s Filcob 
der, all 
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th and 


$ag'd by his Promiſe, to reward thoſe that ſerve 
im: And the Apoſtle aſſures us, Heb. 6. 10. God 
not Unrighteous, that he ſhould forget our Work and 
,abour of Love, &c. Yea ſo Faithful is he that 
ath promiſed, in this Reſpect, that even the ſmal- 
Service ſhall not paſs untewarded; as our Lord 
eſus Chriſt himſelf hath affirmed to us, Mat. 10. 
2. Whoſoever ſball give to drink unto one of theſe lit- 


le; Verily T ſay unto you, he ſhall in no wiſe looſe his 
keward. Therefore as the Lomrp is our Creator, 
Feſerver and Rewarder, our Service muſt needs of 
ight belong unto him. 

EASON. IT. Becauſe the Lord doth expeF,. com- 
and and require, our Service, Worſhip and Obedience. 
need not inſiſt long here. It is plain, that the 


epts of the Scriptures, to oblige us; by the Prece- 


s Pro. Is unto his Service; and by the Threatnings, to 
D keep Pettere us from the Neglect thereof. Thus the Pro- 
27. 1, {bet ſumms up the Peoples Duty, in two Words 3. 
them- Sam. 12. 24. Onely FEAR the Lord, and SERVE 
Titles, “ in Truth, &c. David alſo, declares it ta be the 


1 and 


De- 


Pat diligently ſeek him, His Faithfulneſs is en- 


e ones, a Cup of cold Water, in the Name of a Diſci- 


nain End and Deſign of God is; by all the Pre- 


tents, to encourage us; by the Promiſes to allurs 


ord's Command, that we ſhould Keep his Precept t 


liligently, Plal. 119. 4. B; RE 4+ 
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The Duty aud Property 
REASON, III. As it is the DUTY, ſo it is the 


' ProOPERTY, of the Religious Houſnolder thus to 


do; Appears from the Tendency of Grace, in ſuch a 
do themſelves ſincerelyj ſerve the Lord. The Grace of 
God is of a diffuſwe and communicative Nature; 
Compar'd therefore by our Saviour toLeaven, a li. 
ze whereof will Leaven the whole Lump, and over- 
ſpread by its Influence the Three Meaſures of Me), 


in which it is hidden, Mat. 13. 33. S0 Grace will 
ſeaſon and ſanctiſie the whole Man, in Body, Soul 


and , *>mig And having obtain'd Dominion over 


that 


eth its Efficacy to the Sandtification of Others, ſo 


tar as may be. Hence the true Diſciples of the 


Lord Jeſus, are ſaid to be the Salt of the Earth; 
Matt. 5. 13. Salt to prevent Putrefaction; Salt to 
diftuſe a Savoury Reliſh to thoſe with whom they 
Converſe, Again Saints are Lights of the World; 
Matt. 5. 14. Lights for theit own Luſtre, and 
Brightneſs of Holy Converſation; As alſo to give 
Guidance and Direction, to others with whom the 
Converſe. Thus the Religious Houſholder, is wil. 
ling to bring as many Others as Poſlible he can, 
to Serve the LORD; endeavouring to have his Fa- 
mily like that of the Devout Cornelius; M Fear. 
ed God with ALL hus Houſe, Sc. It 1s a ſpecial Loken 
of Sincerity, to endeavour to the utmoſt of ou 
capacity, the Good and Salvation of others: And 
tO, be grieved, when we cannot prevaile upon 
them; hence David, Pſal. 119. 136..Rivers of wa- 
tera run down. mine 9455 Becauſe men keep not thy 
d approve our ſelves, to have 
aPrinciple of Grace and Holineſs in us, we ſhould 
mourn over the Sins of others, which we cannot 
event. Thus ſhall we come to be Known, (i. e. 
&cknowledged, and Accepted of Gad, as Anaban 
way.z. Gen. 18. 19, For I KR O him, that 15 wil 
N e m- 
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is the mand bis Children and his Houſhold, & c. This will 
bus to matter of Comfort to us now, and Rejoyceing 
ſuch the Day of the Lord. „ 
ace of For APPLICATION of this Doctrine to our 
ature: Th ; — | 
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There are three Uſes to be inſiſted upon ( Firff ) 
f EXAMINATION and DIRECTION; how it 
ay be ſo with us in our Families. ( Secondly ) 
f LAMENTATION, becauſe it is not fo. (Third- 
Of Curio, againſt thoſe things, which 
b Oftentimes hinder it trom being ſo. | 

» 2 © &+6 1 8 E * , 
Let it be for EXHORTATION to all 77 — 
ders now before the Lord; I call upon you, and So- 


inent Leader the Godly JOSHU4; Who ſeems to 
eak, to all in that Capacity here preſent, in the 
'ords of Gideon; Fudg, 7. 17. Look on ne 4 
I Do ſo ſhall Je Do. Viz. Bind your ſelves 


te Reſolution to Serve the Lord; with Single- 
els and Uprightneſs of heart. Now for the Preſ- 
g this Duty, I ſhall here inſert thoſe Directions, 

der which,this Duty may be fully ' Ipened,, 
ubjoyning thoſe Motives which may by the 
lelp of the Spirit of God, Awaken, and En- 


his being referred hither as the moſt probable. 
lethod; (It the Lord pleaſe ). By which to in- 
um the Judgment, and Excite the Affections to- 


ether. 
DIRECTION. I. 


cannot Let us makRt Our Conſtant Care, and Diligent 


(i. e. Endeavour, to Live in the Conſtant and Conſc ientious 
188 adkiee, of all manner of Chri jau. Famil) Duties In- 
5 wilrumbent on the Heads of Families. ad >= 

m- | e 


mnly Exhort you in the Name and Fear of God, 
> Write after "this Fair Coppy, and to follow this E- 


ad all under your Charge, in a Firm and Expli- 


ourape, to the Concientious Practice thereof. 


f 
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Relative Duties which concern the ſeveral Per. z. Fo 
ſons in Families, are to be reduced to Three heads Huy be 
65 ) The Duties of Suferiours to! Inferiours. (2. pA al 
f Inferiours, to Suferiours, ( 3. ) Of Equals, one Horte 
towards another. Thoſe which we are now Con- Ver 77 
cerned to Enquire into, are the Duties of Su. ne ki 
periours to Interiours;for the maintaining a Con. IA En. 
ſtant courſe of Religious Service to God in Faſo. * 
milies; which belongs unto Practical Godlneſs, (ne 
and conſiſts in daily Exerciſe of theſe things. The the ! 
People are wont oftentimes to ſay unto the Prea- I/, A. 
chers; The Lite of Doctrine lyes in APPLICATION; ”, Pe 
ſurely the Preacher may as truely and properlyMirs 1 
Anſwer them, The Life of Application lyes ink in 
PRACTICE, Eſpecially in theſe Important Du- art, b 
ties, of ſuch Univerſal Concernment. Hal. 
The Duties are, h ildrer 
1. READING the Scriptures, daily in the Family. of al 
A Duty too. too much negleRed ( I fear) even Thr, 
amongſt Profeſſors. The Scriptures are the Words 
of the Eternal God; Containing the Words of E- 
ternal Life; Written by men Inſpired by the Hoh 
Ghoſt; 2 Pet. t. ult. Now What is written is writ 
ten for our Learning; c. Rom. 15. 4. Therefore 
ſurely for our Reading, without which we are not 
Capable to Learn. It is Recorded in Commenda. 
tion of Timothy 2 Tim. 3. 15. That from a Child, 
thou haſt' Known the Holy Scriptures, &c. Surely the 
way to know them, ſo as to grow Wiſer unto 
Salvation, is to Read them. Once more, It 1s Re- 
uired of the King; Deut. 17. 19. That be ſhould 
ead in the Book of the Law, all the Days of hw Life. 


If the King is to Read. daily in the Book of the ) 
Law, then ſurely Profeſſors of the Name of Chriſt, 
ought to Read in the Books of the -Goſpe! every 
day; As poorer means to prepare them For, a nd 
quicken t 


# » 


m To, other Duties of Family Worſhip. 1 
7 : 4 hol ul ip 
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al Fer. Iz. Follow this with Family PRAYER, This is a 
& heads belonging to Natural Worſhip, and therefore 
3. (2.) 05 all Perfons, at all Times; As the Apoſtle 
als, one torteth, Eph. 5. 18. Praying Alwayes, with All 
w Con- yer and Snpplication, tr. Ot which 4 age 
of Su- Nne kind, and is neceſſary, both for the Example, 
4 Con. d Encourrgement; of thoſe that are under our 
in Fa arge. This is brought in, as a ſpecial evidence 
duneſs Cornelius's Devoutneſs, in the Fear and Service 
35. The the Lord, with all his Houſe, He Prayed Al- 
e Preaf,;, Act. 10. 2. Beſides PRAYER is a ceſſary 
roh,, Pertaining to a Chaiſtians Walk, when he 
IOperlyMiks like himſelf; Surely then David did not 
Jes ink in his Houſe or Family. with a Perfect 
t Du- prt, but that he Prayed for them and with themz 
Hal. 101. 2. There is indeed, a Praying for our 
ildren and Servants, in Secret, which is the Du- 


Family. of all Sincere Chriſtians: An earneſt Plying _ 
Neven Throne of Grace, As Abraham did, Gen. 17. 
1 O that Iſhmael might Live before Thee, So 


ould we, particularly Recommend our Children 

the Mercy of God, in our Secret Addreſſes e- 
ry day; But that They may be Aſſured, that we 4 
ay For Them, and may alſo be Encouraged to { 
the like, if they ſhall Live to come into the 

e Capacity of Family Government, we ought 


1e Hol 
ig Wr1it- 
ierefore 
are not 
menda- 


_ nſcieationfly, to attend Family-Prayer Wir 
- Y the every day. Here then, in compliance with. 
in Re Requeſt of ſeveral worthy Perſons, that I | 


ld anſwer the moſt common Excuſes of car- 
and negligent Houſholders, about Family 
onhip, and (, according to the Gift and Grace given 
ne) ſatisfie the ſcruples of ſome ſertous Chri- 
ans, about that Important Duty of Family 
yer; it being too Nou to inſert here, ! 
er my Reader to the fbutth Caution, where L / 
all ſpeak more diretly to thoſe Thiugs, — 5 
| ; wards 
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i Life, 
of the 
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every 
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wards the cloſe of this Diſcourſe. But ſhall ne 
proceed to the 3d Duty. 

. - 3. Let us Carefully Attend CATECHISING ( 
Our Families. This is a Duty of- Great Concer 
ment, for the bringing Young ones, to a Sou 
and Methodical knowledge of God, . Chriſt, ar 
the Way of Salvation. Indeed the Word is ndfjuded b 
Expresfly ſet down in Scripture, yet in mall we 
places, we find the Thing intended thereby; Pa ow lech 

ticularly, Gal. 6. 6. Let bim that w Taught in: ound | 
Word Communicate, c. The, Greek word ( KAT od, th 

XOTMENOE ) there uſed, tor Him that i TaughFcomn 

. us the derivation ofthe Name, and the tr ech 

| Notion of the thing. For it is an Orderly arechiſt 
Methodical Inſtructing, Perſons in the Great Do@rinfÞÞth the 
of Godlineſs, Or the Fondamental Points of Religio 
Neceſſary unto Salvation. Hence, It comprehend 
under it, both the O edenda, and Agenda, (i. e. 
Truths to be believed, and Duties to be pertorme full 
By this means Perſons well Catechiſed, will At, 9 
tain unto, and Retain, the form of Sound Word 
or Summary of Chriſtian Religion, according Mule o. 
the Apoſtles Exhortation, 2 Tim. 1. 13. Hold fi 
the Form of Sound Words, which thou haſt hear 
of me, c. (i. e.) in which he had Inſtructed off 

atechized him, We are Commanded, to Treaif 
Frequently, and Familiuly, with our Children 
Se. about the great things of their Salva 
tion, Deut. 64 6, 7. Thou ſbalt talk of the 
as thou Sitteſt in thine Houſe, and when tha 
li-alkeſt by the way, and when thou Lyeſt down ani 
when thou Riſeſt x, Now Catechizing, is an Ap 
poſite, Eaſie, and Compendious way, to InfinuatFF'* 
and Inculcate Divine things; The want whereoff 
makes ſo many grown perſons, confuſed in their 

Knowledge, even of the Important Doctrines of 
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* and Repentance, , As alſo of the 22175 80 
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yſteries of the Mediatorial Office of our Lord 
{us Chriſt; Viz. His Incarnation, Humiliation and 
altation, with the Benefits redounding there- 
»m, Repreſented to us in Symbols and Sacra- 
nuts. Let this Duty then, be conſtantly at- 
nded by us, at certaine times every Week, ſo 
all we find our Children, c. To grow in 
owledge, as they grow in Years ; and may have 
ound to hope, that by the help of the Spirit of 
od, they ſhall alſo grow in Grace. I humbly 
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1 Taig commend, For Grown Perſons, The Aſemblyes 
the ti iechiſu, tor young Children Dr. Owens, Primer 
erly ontechiſm, and tor bringing them to a Familiarity, 
Do@rifith the Words of the Sacred Text; the Scrip- 
Neligia ra Catechiſm, lately ſet forth by the Reverend 
»rehendÞ"- Mather, is of Excellent uſe. 

i. e 4. A Fourth Duty, is REPROOEF Of, and bear- 
rtormed$#9 full teſtimony AI ainſt, whatſoever we find in thoſe 
will Aff ow” Families, Contrary to God and Godlinefs, 
o Reproot is the Orderly Application, of the 
rding tt ule of God to them, to Convince them, wherein 
Hocd file have Tranſgrefled it, and ta bear Teſtimony 
ft heat it the Delinquence. Hence onr Severity, 
1&ed MHught to bear proportion to their Iniguiiy; Ocher- 
o Trezhiſe it comes Short of Divine Acceptat ion: As 
hi ldren the Caſe of £lie's Sons, Their Tranſgichon was 


ery Great, 1 Sam. 2. 22. Yet his Reproof was very 
ld, ſavouring of too much Indulgence; Verſe 
„ 24,'25, And Chap. 3.13. We have Gods Te- 
mony againſt his neglect, upon that account; 
becauſe bu Sous Made them ſelves Vile, and be Re- 
rained them not, The word (ug) in the Hebrew 
gnifies to bend the Browes, and wrinkle the Fore- 
in theidead with an ger; He did not ſeverely Brom- heat 
ines atem fully teſtifying againſt the Evil of their 
loriou Nays, and Hei nousneſs of their Sin in the Sight 

My.Þ! God. (4. c.) by Severely Chiding them as he 
Was 
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was a FATHER, Depoſing them as he was HyMervan: 
Prieſt, and Puniſhing them Corporaly as he was Ws the 
Judge. So Diodate, Annot, Belg. Piſc. | hi ld 
. Aud we muſt alwayes Remember, that overmuMhe W 
Mildneſs in Reproving, reflects the guilt of (fron: a 
Tranſgreſſion, upon the Reproverz When theref; 
any in our Families, Sin Greatly, and HeinouſlWa!; 
Let us Reprove them Sharply and Effectually. 
5ly. And Laſtly. When other means failes, HU 
we find an Obſtinate Perſiſting in Evil Pratticy 
We muſt add COCRECTION f0 all che Reſt. Th 
is the Laſt Remedy, and though it is Rough ar 
Unpleaſaut, yet it is ſometimes Neceſſary, and I 
Atable. Thus the Wiſe man gives a Rule, Prov. 1” 
18.” Chaſten thy Son while there is Hope, and let not; 
Soul ſpare for Is Crying. Indeed it muſt be 20 
knowledged, That as ſtrong Working Phyſici 
mult de e Corrected; So Chaſtiſement mu 
be very prudently managed, by the ſober and religi 
ons Houſholder, who is to diſpence them, accorF' 
diug to the Age, Temper, Inclination, and Diſpoftin P reſſio 
of the Offender z whethcr it be Child or Servanſtteme 
As alſo with due Regard to the Quality, Circumſta 
cesand Apggravations of the Offence, for which 
is adminiſtred, _. 

Now altho? in performing theſe Famihy-Dutieiſ 
all Perſons in their particular Stations are goncer 
ned, Syperiouzs to enjoyn and praiice them; Hife 
ri0ur5 to attend on them, and ſubmit unto them 
#quals to excite: one another thereunto: Yet the 
main Streſs. of all, lies on the Maſter, or Head ol 
* will appear if we conſider There 


. The Igler of abe Family, is as it were the SOLI fer, dic 
of the Family. He isthe Correlate of 1 Ink 
on there, biz. The HusBAND of the Ve; th nurſe 1 


FATHER of the Children; the Mas TER of the 
1 .. Servants 


— 


Of a Religions Houſholder. 2 
:roants;the GOVERNOUR of all the Governed: He 


the Spring of Motion, to all Perſons there; every 
hild and Servant, acts by, from and under him, 


td. 


he Wife indeed moves by and with, but all others, 
lt of Vom and under him, when they move aright. As 
therefohe Soul gives Lite and Motion to the Body-atu- 
inouſlſF!; So the Head of the Family, puts Vigor and 
ly. ctivity into the Body-OEconomical : Hence FO- 
les, MIA in our Text, moves firſt; reſolving that all 
PratticeſWhe reſt of his Family, ſhall move and engage a- 


Wong with him; 4s for ME and my HOUSE, we will 
erve the Lord. 


and I 2. The Maſter of the Fumily, hath an eſpecial Be- 
Prov. . uſtment with all the SOULS in the Family, and muſt 
let not ne Day be accountabls for them. Maſters of Fa- 
ſt be nilies, do in a fort ſuſtain a publick Capacity, 
Phyficþ2d ſuch muſt give Accoun of the Perſons com- 
nt myuWFaitted to their Charge: For they are not betruſt- 
d religiſted only with the Bodies in their Families _ 
„ accorlbe Neglect of them were an unaccountable Tranſ- 
ſpoſitia preſſion) bat alfo with their SOVLS, and with 
Servant 


hem eſpecĩally, as the moſt excellent conſtituent 
Parts of Man;Hence when another Perſon is added 
o the Family, there is one Sul more, for whoſe 
Eternal Salvation, the godly Houſholder is to be 
mnently concern'd. The Chrildren born in our 
Families, are Zorn tnto God, and a ſtrict Account 
will one Day be required of us, what we have done 
ith, and how we ye diſcharg'd our (elves, unto 


2zumſtar 
which | 


Duties 
GOncet 
13 Hife 
them 


vet tis Chrildren, © Ezek. 16. 20, 21.---Thou haſt 
Jead o. my Chrildren. Theſe Children God commit - 
1 Threlteth unto us for Education, de doth'(to ſpeak with 


Reverence) put them out to us, as P ao Daugh- 
ter did Moſes, to the Hebrew ' Worrnan bis Mother, 
ſaying as (he did, Exod. 2. g. Te tb Child and 
nurſe it for me, xc. Being therefore tfnis commiti 


ie SOL 
Relati 


Fe; th 


of tbeſ ted unto w, Account concerning them may juſtly, 
Servant: r and 
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and will certainly be required of w, in the pre; don 
Day: When if it ſhall appear, that by Means ot ur en 
Neglect of Duty they be miſſing, Our Life muſt e ma 
for theirs, eſpecially being ſo ſolemnly warn'd beh,ch ; 
fore-hand, as he was in another Caſe, (XyMWoq | 
20. 43 5 f oſt 
3. Iufer iours are 8 order'd in their NMaeguir. 
ners, according to the Pact ice and Example of they v 
Superiours, The Poet bath told us, ie 
Regis ad exemplum, totus compomtur Orb. eautif 
As is the Prince, ſo is the People. nab: 
And we commonly ſay, Pracepta docent, Exen ioht 
pla trahunt, Precepts do inſtru#, but Examples Mfeaſon 
move and excite. Hence ſuch Maſters of Familie Hncon 
as give good Counſels to their Children and Serhther 
vants, and at the ſame time, practice what is clez 
contrary, will find by woful Experience that or 
evil. Example, will do more hurt than Ten good 
Precepts..can rectify aud amend. Indeed ſuchſonvir 
Maſters are like Rowers, who look one Way, an 
row another, ſpeak well but do ill; ſo that I mayWecauf, 
allude to what he ſaid in another Caſe (Gen. 23 
22.) The Voice i Jacobs, but the Hands aye the Hand 
of Eſau. And ſurely that Degeneracy in the Lea 
ders of a State, which the Loxd complains of, hath 
a proportionable Influence upon, and may proper 
ly be refer'd unte, the Leaders in Families, an 
there will certainly be the like fatal Conſequence ncer 
of miſleading there, IIa. 9. 16. For the Leaders fi; 
th Hraple cauſe them to err; and thoſe that are (dif 
by them are deſtanyed. | . 
DIRECTION. 2. 


Labour to give every Duty its a Bacon 3 
Allowing FULL Time unto the Performance thereof. ily, 
What the Wiſe Man ſaith of a Ford ſpoken in Sea 
ſon, Prov, 15 23. 1 may properly apply, unto a 
Duty done in Seaſon, and ſay in the like 1 
07 
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Of a Religious Houſholder. 22 
Ie good u it? Nis puts a Beauty of Holineſs 
pon all other Occaſions of the Family. Aid 

r encouraging our Care and Confcience herein, we 
e may conſider, (t.) Thi will make our Duties ſo 
neh the more ACCEPTABLE 70 GOD. He is a 
od of Order,- and doth all his Works in the 
oft proper Seaſon, and therefore expets and 
equires, that we ſhou'd endeavour: to com- 
ly with his Precept and Example therein. It 
s ſaid, Eccl. 3. 11. He hath made every thing 
eautiful in hs time. Hence then, the more ſea- 
nable, the more beautiful things are, in the 
ight of God and Man; but Neglect of the due 
aſon, for our Family Duties, introguceth many 
ncomfortable Diſorders and Diſtractions, in the 
ther Affairs of our Families, and we find our 
elves, Taten in thoſe evil Nets, for not know- 
ng. our Time, ( Eccl. 9. 12.) To the Diſho- 
our of God, and our Profeſſion of Godlineſs ; 
onvincing us by our own wotul Experience, of 
e-Truth of what the Viſe Man aſſerts, Eccl. 8. 5. 
becauſe to every Purpoſe, there u TIME and JupG- 
NT : therefore the Miſery of Man n great upon 
in, (1. e.) becauſe he hath not Underitanding to 
omply therewith. 

(2.) Our conſertencious Care in this Matter, will con- 
ince ou Children and Servants, that theſe Duties 
je of great IMPORTANCE, in that we axe ſo much 
pncern'd, about the ordering and timeing of them. 
is very good to ſtate and Keep a certain Hour of 
rayer, as that was at the Temple, when Peter and 
oln attended there, Ai 3. t. So if the Heads of 
ami lies, are careful to attend at the ftated Times, 
as near 25 Poſſible they can) all *oftitrs in the Fa- 

ily, will 6 an Ave of ſuch a godly. Practice, 
nd remember that all Affairs in which they ate 
oncern'd, either vm Doors or without, _ 
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24 The Duty and Pygperty 
be.diſpatch*'d accordingly. And in compliance 
with this Direction, take theſe RULES. 
RULE L. Make every Occaſion (that poſſibly may 
GIVE WAY fo the Time of Family Duties; and ſu 
er not them ordinarily to give Way to any thing. | 
muſt be acknowledg'd, that there are ſeveral Du 
ties incumbent on Chriſtians, in thcir - Particy 
lar Callings, beſide thoſe of their General Calling 
but God allows Time tor Both, and it belongs t 
every ones Care and Confciences, ſo to manage th 
Former, that they may not enterfere with or o- 
firuct the Latter, Let then the Momentous Du 
Les ot Our General Calling have a proper and pri 
j rUivable* Time, all other Bufineſs being For: 
%% 2ud modelled accordingly. The Want 9 


Lac tereing, Goth too too often Oaſtiut Religion and 
Dutica, rren in ſome of the ſtricteſt Families. RUL 

RULE H. Ze ſure ie BreiN h Kei ion EA Fam 
Ly in the Morning, This will bave a ſpecial Inſſuſhe Ri 
ce, upon the orderly Management of all the DuFroteſl 


us in 
f ther 
unſe 
in F 


ties of the Day, both in our Geneaal and Partie 
lar Calling. The Poet, could Cay, A Fove Print}! 
2, K. Legin with God: Aud the fweet Halm 
of Iſrael pleads his Earlinefs and Earneſtneſs, to 
Acceptance in his Devotions, Pſal. 5. 3. My Vo 
foalt thou bear in the Morning O Lord: In t 
Morning wit direct my Prayer unto thee and wi 
lock up. It is admirable to obſerve, how Religio 
1/1765 in thoſe few Perſons and Families, who makocies 
Cunſ.tence of early attending Family Duties 
Put on the Contrary ; where Sloth is Indulged ii 
the Moriung, Religious Duties are long Deferrel 
{© that this Perſon comes In, or the other Buſineſ 
Cad tor Attendance, and the pretended neceflariſions a 
clay of them, doth too often iſſue, in a Sinfu 
and therefore Shameful Obſtruction ox Omiſhon to 

Fuat Day and Fim. "I 
ALLE 
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Of a Religious Houſholder. 25 
RULE III.-Let all general Family Duties, be at- 
ended in ſuch ſeaſonable Manner, as that EVERY 
PERSON of Underſtanding and Capacity to profit, may 
ITHOUT FAIL be preſent at them. We ought 
dot to let our Children or Servants want a Meal 
or their Bodies; Oh! Let none of them miſs ot 
Chapter, a Prayer, an Exhoriation or Counſel tor 
heir precious and immmortal Souls. For if they 
Jo. perceive us not to be concern'd, about their 
eing preſent at ſuch Duties; they may well ima- 
ine the attending ot them is of No great Impor- 


1plianc 


ly may 
and fu 
"Ing. | 
eral Dy 
Particy 
[ Calling 
longs t 
nige thy 


h or once, and the Neglect of them is of No very Dan- 
ous Duerow Conſequence. And under thoſe perniciuus 
ind proffptſapprehenſions, may be ready to harden thera- 
ng ForWlves in Sin, and to perſiſt in careleſs and fiutul - 


ant Pieglect of Puty; fo as to hazzard the utter Ru- 


elyiougn and Deſtruction of their Souls for ever. 

ies. RULE IV. And laſtly. Be not Over-TEDIOUS 
on EAM Family-Duties, I confeſs, this is an Error on 
al Influßbe Right Hand, yet it is an Error, which ſome 
the DuFrotefiors do fall into: Now if we are over-tedi- 
Part icuus in Duties, it detracts from the Seaſonableneſs 
Principyt them: Hence a Duty begun in good Time, may 
Haluge unſeaſonably ended by the Length of it. God 


neſs, f in Heaven, and thou on Earth, therefore let thy. 


My Voidfords be few, i. e. Humble, ſenſible, faithful and fer- 

In get. I would not be thought, to diſwade or diſ- 

1 2 v\SWurage Pious Souls, from enlarging their Pray- 
eligio 


to God, when they want any Special-Fam iy- 
cies, and would jolntly apply themſelves to 
Throne of Grace to obtain them: Or when 
ky have received any Family Bleſſings, and would 
ntly return their Praiſes, and Thankſgivings 
vr them; But it hath been obſerved, that the moit 
ous and Zealow Miniſters, have not been long in 
amily Dutys, no nor yet in Publick Prayer on 
rdinaxy Occaſions; giving this Reaſon, they 
ao 2 were 


ho mak 

Duties 
lulged ii 
Deferrel 
Buſinel 
lece ſſan 
L A Sifu 
ſon to 
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were willing to pray their Hearers Hearts iy 


Heaven (by a Warmth of Holy Zeal and Ferve 


Cy) but not by Tediouſneſs to pray them Out; 
Beſides the Parts of Prayer are not man 
and the Petitions in the Lord's Prayer, that 9 
excellent Platform, are but Six, beſides the Pretzy 
and the Concluſion. Again the Spirit is never 
willing as it ought to be; but when it is moſt wi 
' 21g, the Fleſh is weak. Finally, God is not mo; 
by a Multidude of Words, he needs not Informa 
on, but hath cummanded us onely to be his | 
Membrancers, who bath graciouſly commend 


Jain. 


and encouraged Sincerity and Fervency, Jan. 
16. 


z#itions as a Heatheniſþ Practice, Mat. 6. 7. 
| ; DIRECTION 3. . | 
Labour we, to keep our Hearts continually, ina Gy 
Flos, and SOLEMN HOLY FRAME to ſerve 6 
Let us carry with us, ſuch a Frame of Heart in 
our Particular Callings; let all our Motions b. 
Natural and Civil, as well as Religions, have a V+ 
of Grace, and Strain of Holineſs, obſervable 
them. Let it be our conſtant Care and End: 
vour, Whatſoever we do, to dot to the Praiſe 1 
Glory of God, 1 Cor. 10. 31. i. e. ſo to demean 
{clves, that our whole Courſe and Carriage, 
demonſtrate us to be fully reſolved to Serve: 
Elorify- the Lord. Hence let all our, SPEECH 
be wth GRACE, Col. 4. G. i. e. accented with & 
' briety and Gravity, to that Degree as may ad 
uiſter Grace to the Hearers, Eph. 4. 29. i. e. Ms 
filing the Exerciſe of Grace, in him that ſpeal 
- auld tending to; ſtiraip the Exerciſe of Grace in ti 
hat hear. As for, ur ACTI OKs, let them be « 
wendalle and Exrriplary, ſo as we may turn e 
CIVIL Adous, the Afteirs vr ous Particular C 
ih 


* * 


And by our SAVIOUR himſelf ſeverely 1 
prooved and condemned Prolixity and vain Ah 
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of 4 Religious Houſholder. 27 
ings, to Good Account in the Sight of God. The 
Wiſe Man tells us, Prov. 21. 4. The Plowing of the 


arts in 
Ferve 


n Out Micked is Sin, i. e. becauſe he attends it with an 
t manyſevil Frame of Heart; not from a Good Principle, 
hat mg 


traria Conſequentia, The Plowing, Sowing, Trade- 
ing and Merchandize of the godly Man is good; 
becauſe he aims at the Glory of GOD in ALL, ---- 
Once more, Let ourGESTURES and the whole Courſe 
formalflof our behaviour in our Familiee, be ſuch as ma 

> his Hadorn the Doctrine of God our Saviour, Lit. 2. 10. (It 1s 
mende ſpoken there of Servanta, but it is the Duty of Maſters 
Jam. Nalſo) i. e. ſo as we may be an Honour to the Reli- 
erely gion we profeſs. This we ſee in David, If he will 
ain Ava in bu Houſe with a perfect Heart, he muſt be- 
have himſelf wiſely in a perfect Way, Pal. 101. 2. 
Accordingly, thus to engage our ſelves dilligent- 
ly to Obſerve and Do all his Commandments, will 
entitle us to all Manner of Bleſings, Deut. 28. 1. 


2. &. | | 
DIRECTION 4. | | 

Let us be often Tx Ying, PROVING and Ex A- 
MINING, Dew Religion grows and flouriſhes in our 
Families. By this Practice, we ſhall come to know 
g what Fruit there is, of our Care, Pains and Prayers; 
If upon Tryal we find they do grow in the Know- 
ledge of Gop, CHRIST, and things of ETEKRNAT 
SALV ATION, this will be exceeding pleaſing unto 
us. If we find otherwiſe, we muſt be deeply bum 
hed Under it, heartily lament Over it, and carneft. 


> Pretaq 
never 
moſt wi 
t move 


nor yet 1 a Right End. Hence Contra iorum Con- 


1a Gy 
erve 6 
EAI in 
Ons bt 
ve a I; 


Ly ad Pray to him that 13 the Author of all Succeſs, 
e. Ain the moſt pious Endeavours; That it may be 
: ſpealſ] otherwiſe for the Time to come. The Wiſe Man 
in thi] directs, Prov. 27. 23. Be diligent to know the State of 
n be a0 by Flock, &c. Every Man's Family is his Peculiay 


Flock, over which he hath a ſpecial Charge, and of 
which he muſt render an Awful! Account in the Day 
or 


28 The Duty and Property 
of the Lord: Surely then he ought to be greatly 
Concerned, to underſtand how Religion Thriyg 
among them, that it may Be well with them Nox, 


and Go well with them in That Day. 
DIRECTION 5. 


awards 
carne. 
hat th 
xerciſ 


Would we Serve the Lord a; and Sincereh Wo our 
in our Families; Let w make one Reſolution abouWortior 
the Sanctify ing GOD'S HoLY Day. We ſhall ne. Meral d 
ver Serve the Lord as we vught, on the Veith Si 
Days, if we do nut Reſolve Strictly to keep, anWcntim 
Hallow the LO R D $ Day. The Great Law-giverW our! 
hath put a RENEMBER upon it, let us be ſurſkgeme!: 
not to Forget it. Know that Religion will Flay, ] 
uriſh or Languiſh, as we Do, or do not, Keep Holyſſuires « 


the Lords Day. Now becauſe it is a Reſt fronſhake u. 
Labour, our Children and Servants, are very ape and 
to Indulge themſelves in Evil Courfes, when our, 
of our Sight and Hearing; Let US and All in ouſſe Mou 
Families Read with Obſervation, and Reverence 
Ifai. 58. 13, 14. 2 keep thy FooT from Let 
DABBATH, from doing thy Work on Mine Holy DayM'ildren 
Sc. And let us Endeavour, Conſcienciouſly to 
Practice, what is there Solemnly Enjoyned; That 
we may Sanctify Gods Holy Day, by a Due an 
Seaſonable Preparatign For it, By a faithful 4 
_ Zending all Kind of Duties In it; Publick, Private 
Secret. And by Meditating upon what we have 
heard, and Taking Account of Particular Perſon 
in our Families, what they Remember, that We 
and They, may Live in thePra#ice thereof con- 
tinually. Here then, I would Humbly Offer one 
Word of Advice, Let none of Gods Holy Time be 
loft, in our Families, by our Controverting be 
tween the Differing Opinions, about the TimeEÞclinat 
when the Sabbath Begins; But whether we appre- Hill Tar 
hend the Day to begin at the Evening before; asÞoſt Sa 
ſome. Learned and Pious do Believe, Or At orþ if ha 
Toward after 
| bjecti⸗ 
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great of « Religions Houſholder; 29 
Thrive ward: Morning, as others Equilly Pious and 
a Nowearned do Fudge and Practice; Let us Make ſure, 
hat there be as much time Employed in Religigus 


xerciſes, Publick, Private, Secret, as we allow 


incereh Mo our Daily Secular-Afﬀaires: even a full Pro- 
n abouſortion of a Seventh part of time; as ALL in ge- 
Lall ne. eral do Conclude. I am very ſenſible Religion 
e WeaWith Suffered-much amungſt us, by our different 
p, andÞcotiments in this matter; Oh! Let it not beſo 
7-giverW our Families; But In a word, for our Encou- 
be ſurſfkgement, Let us be Faithful to Keep Gods Holy 


ay, Honouring J., and Him In it, as He Re- 
; ies of us: And we may be Aſſueed, He will 
ſt fronÞake us Proſperous in the Week Days; So that 
ery ape and Ours, fhall Ride on the High Places of the 
zen outFarth, and be Fed with the Heritage of Jacob; For 
| in ou: Mouth of the LORD hath Spoken it. 

verence BAT. e 
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IK . 
Let us be Careful, to Diſcharge Duty unto our 
hildren,” in Every Reſſect, ſo ſoon as they are Ca- 
ABLE, and have UNDERSTANDING 10 Attend ns 
ercin. The Reaſon why many Children in our 
amilies, Serve the Lord no more when they are 
own up; but rather Addict themſelves, to the 
ervice of Satan, Sin, and Senſuallity, is in great 
eaſure, to be Attributed unto their Parents Neg- 
& of Duty towards them, in their Minority. 
or although there is a Corrupt Nature in Eve 

ld, in its Infancy: Yea From the very Birth, 
W Go Aſtray Speaking Lyes ( Pfal. 58. 3.) Yet 
ae and Education will much Prevail, to keep 
der that Corrupt Principle, and Promote better 
clinations in them. "6d and Government, 
appre- ill Tame the Wildeſt Creatures; ſuch as have the 
ore, asÞoſt Savage natures, may be rendred Familiar to 
Ir At or if handled whil'ſt they are Young; Even ſuch 
Toward afterwards become Uttcrly Unreduceable to our 
bjection. Particularly then, Firſt. 


— 
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Firſt.” Begin to INSTRUCT them betimes, E 
deavonr to ſeaſon them in their very Infancy, wititaſt V 
ſavory Principles, both of Morality and Religiuneir ve 
that they may as it were ſuck them in with thely wof 
Mothers Milk; you know not what Influenct 4% 
your godly Dictates and Directions, may have avid“ 
on them for many Years after, when _ he You 
grown up Into the World, and we are gone Out M oung 
it: Teach them to READ, as foon as you cer hag 
poſſible; accuſtome them to read the Holy Scr / ha/ 
tures, W :6h are able to make them wiſe unto SalvatMhereot 
on, 2 Tim. 3. 15. Thus may they come to art of 
member their Creator inthe Days of their Youth, (E dion 


12. 1.) And to know him, Whom to know u Li L 
Eternal. And the more Early, the more Honour Let u 
ble, both in the Sight of God and good Maſh: Cr: 
Early Inſtruct ion is of laſt ing Imprefſion : The Ilesor. 1 
_ coudſay,. Quo ſeme! eſt imma recens ſervabit ud. 
rem; Te diu—— tiorat. A Caſk will long i int, 
tain the Scent, of that where with it is firſt ſeaſoqpt wil 
ed; and a better Man than he, by Inſpiration qjould 8 
the Holy Ghoſt, declares unto us, Prov. 22, vid di 
Train up a Child in tha Way be foould GO: And wie. Suc 
find it true by woful Experience, if he be trainPat 0 
in a Vy in which be ſhould aot go, when he i L is 
he will not depart from it. 5 itte 
Sccondly. Begin to CoxxECT them betinuaceable 
bear early Teftimony againſt the Beginnings e oug 
Sin. We ſhould not permit, much leſs count! Ha: 
nance, the leaſt Appearance of Evil, in our Chi: V 
dren; Sin in their Natures is like a deadly Ploguits wit 
We fhou'd Venienti Morbo occurrere, take the Di in 


| eaſe in time, and nip the very Buddings of Origts, Bet 
nal Corruption; in no wife pleaſing our ſeli our! 
with, but ſeverely Teſtifying againf, the vain aiterrupt 
ſinful Speeches, and 4#1oxs- of our Ghildren, rd. EF 
indulging of them or dallying with them, in tl Manes 

1 a 
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y, witWaſt Violations of God's Holy Commands in 
eligtoneir "oy Childhood; tor if we do, we ſhall find 
th thaffly woful Experience, they will not only dally with, 


fluenc it deſpiſe our Commands, when they are grown up. 
1ave uwWavid's Indulgence to his Son Adonyah from his 
hey are Youth upward, bro't himſelf to Sor ROW, and 
- 67 Moung Man to Ruin, 1 Ang. 1. 6. Aud hu Fa- 
ou cer had not Diſpleaſed him at any Time, in ſaying 
y Scripby haſt thou done fo, c. The fatal Conſequences 


\ SalvatWhereof, are Repreſented to us in the following 
ie to ſrt of That Chapter, Viz. The Rebellion and De- 
h, (E =dion of Adonijah. | 

w i Li LAny.  DIRECTITIAIGN 7. 

Honour Let us Conſcienciouſy Endeavour, to keep our Fami- 
»d Me CLEAR of ſuch as we find to be OBSTINATELx 
The Pits 0LVED. not to Faine with Us in Serving the 
Wit Odferd. We ſhould be very Carefull, not to Admit 
long ui into our Service, as near as we Cao, who are 
t ſeaſoſſpt willing to Serve the Lord with us: when we 
-ation Mould Spye out one to Serve us; We ſhocld as 
. 22, vid did, Lenk "amoegft the Faithful in the Land 


And M. Such as will walk with us in a Perfe# Viy; 
e train at 7hey may Serve ww, Pal. 101. 6. But if when 
be L is done, we are miſtaken, and have Unawares 

itted fuch into our Service, as are Unre- 
bet imceable to Religious Order and Government; 
nings Ne ought to take the Firſt Oppertunity, to rid 
3 count Hands and Families of them as David alſo 
our Chili: Verſe 7. He that Worketh Deceit, Hall not 
Hague within my Houſe : he that telleth Lyes, ſhall not 
the Die in my Swht. Let not Lucre and Covetouſ- 
of Orig, Eetray us to take ſuch Into, or keep them 
zur ſel our Families, as will either divert us From, or 
vain adſterrupt us In our Conſcientious Serving of the 
dren, n@Þrd. But let us Mourn over, what cannot be 
m, in trvented in that Reſpect. | 
he: So much for the DIRECTIONS, 


By 


—— —————— ——————— 
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Tactical Godlineſs, hath the Promiſe of the Lifet 


32 The Duty and Property 
By way of MOTIVE then, unto the(; 
Duties, briefly, | 2 
Let us CONSIDER. I. De Service of the LON 
is the woſt EXCELLENT SERVICE, in which 4 


| b. 
adeth 
ye U. 
1 th 


Perſon. can be Employed. It is an Happineſs. A B. wed 
viledge, A Dignity, to Serve the Lord. What th; 151 
Pſalmiſt Caith of the Precepts of the Word, —. 


may ſay in this Caſe (Pſal. 19. 11.) In i 
Performance thereof, there i great Reward; God! 
our Maſter in Heaven, Eph, 6. 9. And His Gl, 
rious Properties, are engaged to Direct, Aft. a 
Uphold His Servants; There is Honour in Servit 
the Lord, As they that ſerve great Princes, 
honourable for Their ſakes 3 So Our Lord Je 
ſaith, Fam nan Serve ME, Him will MY Fat 
Honour; John 12. 26. Beſides there is True HA 
pineſs, in Serving the Lord; what the Queen 
Sheba (aid of the ſervants of Solomon, 1s much mo 


Happy are theſe thy Servants, who ſtand Conti 
before Thee and hear Thy Wiſdom. So Great, 
Good, and Gracious, is the God whom we ſenſe 
Again, This LORD and Maſter, gives the m 
Excellent wages; ſuch as ſerve the Lord, they. 
not, they Shall not, Serve Him for noughl, Job 1. 
But ſhall find by Experience, That To Mm 8 
worketh Righteouſneſs, ſhall be a Sure Reward; FHM 
11. 18. All manner of Bleſſings in this Lion 
are Promiſed to Faithful Serving the Lo Negle 
Deut; 28. 2. &c. And not only ſo, but tl 3 
1 to Came. 1 Tim. 4. 8. The Trsnſcendent! ne 

cellency, of which Rewards, are Repreſented ut Com 
us by the moſt Illuſtrious Metaphors. Jia. Qn to t 
" Kingdom; Luke 22. 29. A Throne Rev. 3. s 2 U 


true of thoſe that Serve Him, who 1s Greaterth 10 7 
Solomon; 1 King. 10. 8, Happy nre thy men, a » F 


A Crown of Life; Rev. 2. 1G. A Crown o f f their 
| | teouſß 
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whteonſmeſs ;, 2 Tim. 4. 8. A Crown of Glory that 
oO the 11759 e 1 Nag. 4. And in 4 word, 
ye bath not ſeen, nor ear heard, Ait her Hath entere 
10 the heart of man to Cehceives what God hath Pte 
oed for them tbat Love Him and Serve Him, 1 Cor. 
9. Thu, Thi, is the PoRTiON' of him that 
Chat ti aithfully Serves the Lord: and the HERITAGE, 
pointed unto him of Gd. 3 
S CONSIDER II. The MiseRABtE CONDITION 
11s Gl f ſuch Maſters and Families, as do not ſerve the Lord. 
175 20S hey are the Objeas of Divine Fury. The Inſpi- 
Aſt. a ed Penmen of the Holy Scriptures, have by the 
oly Gboſt, uttered diteful Imprecations, That 
Wivine Wrath erp, not only be Dropped, but 
bured down, upon' thoſe that call not on the Name 7 
Lord, 1. e. ſuch as live in the Total Neglect of 
amily. Worſhip and Religion, Fer. 19. 25. A Fa- 
nily which do not ſerve and worſhip the Lord, is 
u Heathenſh Eamily, and is thereture expoſed to 
be Wrath and Curſe, of the infinite aud Eternal 
z0d. Conſider this, ye tht forget your Maker; 
nd from Time to Thane neglect his Worſhip an 
ve ſenewiee in your Families, ll. be tear you in 'Peitery 
the m ud here he none to deliver. © [ho fy 
they [ CONSIDER III. If any of thoſe that make the fair- 
' Tok 18} Profefion, can allow: themſelves in the Negle# or 
go! ty Performance of Family Duties, they have great 
7d; Pr enſon 10 gueſtion the TRUTH of their PROFESSION, 
this Lis one thing to. Fall into, or to be forc'd ynto, 
he Lo elect of our Duty; and another thing to 4. 
„ but t {elves in that Neglect. The beſt of all may ca 
e Life ally be interrupted or hindred, but it is their 
ndent rief. To allow: the Omiſſion of known Duty, 
ted us Commiſſion of known Sin, ſhews that Per- 
Viz, en to be under the Power of ſome” Luft, which 
v. z. $932 Wound at the very Root and Foundation, 
n of Ky 
teouſ D difg 
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are th CONSIDER V. Ous Faithful and Diligent ſerving 


ue e LORD, In and With our Families; will influence 
age fWofs, about 1 to be DIIIdENT and INDUSTRIOUS 
t te ſerving of u. If we are conſciencious, in ſerve- 
„Toy u our. Maſter in Heaven; it will oblige them to 
2X theo cireumſpect in ſerving us, who are our Servants 
in than Earth. Sanctification is the Renewal of the 
racticinage of God, and that lays an Awe Lyon, and 
at toolhallenges a. Reverence From thoſe about us; ſs 
= DeWhat Godly Perſons will ferve us out of Conſcience, 
enanet 


cauſe they ſerve God in ſerving of us: Unzodly 
erſons will be nander ſpecial Aw of Religion and 
odlineſs; tho? not meerly out of Conſcience, 
tt trom unavoidable Conviction, which ever ac- 
ompanies the Power of Godlineſs: So that Fall- 
nz down, they will and muſt acknowledge, that God 
in you of a Truth, 1 Cor. 14. 25. And therefore 
hat Reverence and Service is due unto you. . 54 


peak x 
Me, an 
ul Neg 

Sure| 
y write 
t wen! 


F Ov 


nder on Dujies, wall make, our Families feem like LITTLE 


SOULSE aur Cats. A Church of the Eord Fefus Chriſt 
our tn; 2 Number ot Saints, that are engag'd and refol- 
A # to perform Dyt ies; and celebrate Ordinances to- 
5 Of out 


ether. W.hergtheretere, a Family doth conftant- 
and carefully attend all Manner of Religious 
huties belonging -thereunto, there is a Reſem- 
ance of an Holy and Chureb-Communion; hence 
read of a CHURCH which u in their Houſe, x 
r. 16. 19. | 48” | 8 c 
WO vSIDER VII. 4 Fanily which live in the totab 


y excite 
ervant 

is Onl 
concert 
Man! 
ie Beſt © 
hich de 


ATAN and CAGE 9f unclean Birds. Becauſe there 
Fd is diſhonour'd, his Name blaſphem'd, his Vor- 
i neglected, and Sin committed without Con- 
dul; inſomuch that SAT AN hath therein and 
hereby Dominion over them. Hence thoſe Spriggs 
bich are traniphnjer out of ſuch a Nurſery, in- 

- to 


CONSIDER VI. The Faithful Diſcharge of theſe- 


let of Keligious Duties, a meer NURSERY OE | 
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bring forth any but fowre and unſad oy Fruit 
which will be-refe#ed of GOD, being unt ch 
3g, whoſe. End, ita he burned, #Peb,, 6.8. | 
CONSIDER VIII. The Fonnthatiox of ho Tx 
o Aim don't REFORMATION - or DREITEC TIC FH 
RELIGION or REBELLION, # laid in Families, Fi 
milies are the. conſtituent Parts of Nations an 
Kingdoms: Hence as Families are well or II dife 
#1128, ſo will the whole be wel di ſpoſed ot id ini 
ned. Ataxy and Diſorder heke, the Lord threat 
ens to punifh his own people fer, Iſa. 3. 5. TP 
CDi rafeth up againſt the Antient, and that ſeen 
to be the Reaſon of what follows, vig. The Baſe l 
#18; binſelf unbecomingly againſt te Honourable 
And as fox gur (elves,. We need not wonder at th 
I11forders: that happen in che Sate; when we off; 
re the Neglects that ate among us, in Reſpel 
of Fanih- Cote . Fot whereks the Fifth Com 
mard requires us, to honour and reverence o 
Parents, both in Ford and Gefture: Some Profeſſ 
ſors amongſt us, ſeem to make Conſcience not ti 
expect or challenge it from their Children, eithe 
in H, or Gefture,- being ready. to account it 
Siu ſo to do, as that which Chtiſtian Parents engen in 
rot, or at leaſt need not be concertied about. BY 
it is certainly a Truth that ſuch as carry then 
ſelves M in the Fanih, will not be likely to d 
mean themſelve Vell in the Common-Wenlth, 
CONSIDER IX. Tle Renft rddce of 0nr Conſcre 
tous Endeavour tu. fer ve the Lord. in aul with our H 
»11/tes, will be LIVING COMFORT: fo in DI 
Hour. Fiiends, the Time is coming, yea 3 
haſteneth apace, in which ve muſt be ſeparate 
from our Fami fies and every partictilat Perſon i 
them; 732. e ther - by cut being faten from [the 
or they trom #2 Agd rhen the Place that Knef 
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15 here, ſhall Kuow us again no more. Now the 
ours, of neat approaching Death, are filled up 
ith many Cares and Fears about our Children and 
lations, Which we are to leave behind us: Sure- 
y then, the Witneſs af a good Conſcience, that 
e have endeavour'd with David, to Walk in our 
ouſes with a PERFECT Heart: And with Abra- 
am, to TEACH our Children and Houſbold in a god- 
y Manner, will be unto us, the beſt Cordial in the 
hole World. It then we can plead with the Lord, 
Hezekiah did, Ifa. 38. 2. Remember O Lord, how I 
ave walked before thee in Truth, and done that which 
it ſcent t in thy Sight, i. e. Filled up every Relation 
Baſe i, ſuſtained with, a Conſcientious Diſcharge of 
our ab uty therein : And accordinyly have Reaſon to 
er at HMelieve, that we are juſt going to receive a bleſſed 
uwe ol eward ;.. e may even, under our ſharpeſt Con- 
- Reſpect with the KG of Terrors, rejoice with Joy un- 
4h Com Peak able and full of Glory. On the other Hand, if 
ny iu our Families, ate by Death removing from 
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— „ and it is a dying hour with ;hem; we ſhall be able 
e not (5 bumble Subjection ot Spirit, to reſign them up 
u, eitheF? that God, to whom we have ſo otten recom- 
ht it ended them by our fervent Prayers; having Rea- 


its ongllen in our Mourning to Hope and Believe, that 
t. Bod will anſwer the ſincere s Of our Souls 


y then their Behalf, and receive them into his 4ms of 
IV to d er laſting Mercy, 1 Thel. 4. 13. How quietly, 
7 dw comtortably may we bear a Separation from 


Conſcr 
5 Dur F 
a Dix 


em Now, in Hopes of a joytul Meeting with 
m In the DAY of the Lord, which will. never 
nvre admit of auy Separation? 


parat : NEUSION OF FACE will cover us, when we. ſball 34 
Perſon ont Children and Servants before the great Judge 
Im the be Quick and the Dead, if we ſhall then and thert, 


wat Kne 


CONSIDER X. And laſtly. What Suu and © 


e accuſed by them, that ws loft their Souls, by * 
33 | 


M The D nd Property 
of ous Neglect of Duty townfil them] N U dppointed 1 
0 Men once to die, as in Heb. 9. 27. Then all v 
and all ours, Miſt afpear Before the Falgment Seat | 
ehrt, 2 Cor. 5. Lo. And Oh! Whit ill then} 
ene ot us? What hall we fry, tar Our bg 
What Horrours will - ſezze upon us? "How Will th 
Josnts of our Loms'be loofed, and dur Kites ſmite dt 
gainſt another? IH this or that Child or Sery ant 
all before that great Tribungl, teſtifiy* againſt 
and ſay, Lord, there is , fi E ot Wt er, It; 
ver'heatd him pray in all H/ Life, he newer 3/01 
zel me in the great Conceriis of ffty SOU And $4 
vation, nor diſebarg*d any Pait of His Duty towa: 
me, and now I am tinflotie | 
# as an Aggravation, any Servant of curs ſhou 

ve Reaſon to alledg and ſuy, Lord, I was B30 
of Religious Partnits, HO made it their" bels 
ieaſon my young and tende | 
ture and Admonitioe' of the Lord; SC catefiu 
and faithfully exhorzed and exrmpled me in th 
reat and important Put ĩes of Religion and God 
neſs, wheteby accotdiſig to my Age and Ta 
city, I had ſome Light and Iiffluence of Dion 


Truth upon my Heart. and through! the 'commog” 


Workings of the Spirit, I felt ſomè Corrotfion s 

Sin, and had forne Menſure H Love to, aud Deſu 
after the Things of God: But being caſt into 1h 
Man's Family, to ſerve ſome Vears with him, thi 

His ſmful Examples and ſbameftc! Neglects of Hus 
both to God and e; my Convittions, weaken'd, Ca 
nt ion {trengthetied, the Spirit withdrew his Strive 
3ngs with me, and I'became at length, hardened? 
Sin and Fom the Fear of God, to the utter undoin 
of my precious and immortal Soul. How wi 


the Torments of Hell rack the Soul aud Conſaf 


auch of ſuch a \Fathey or My er! How Will th 
* x Thoufaud Times mote Tor 
uy 


rever. And furt beg 
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1 Haman was before the Great Ahaſueriu, 
n he petceived that evi! was determined nguinſt 
n, as to his Bodily Lite! How will they with 
hit they might ſhrivel and vaniſhaway into no- 
hing? "that they might be etamorphofed or changed 
tothe moft venuenous' Serpent, the moſt larbfome 

{mite loads yea into a Stock, a Stone, or any ſort of Be- 
Sery aniſÞig, that is deſtitute of a Rational and immortal 
Ainſt uſWval. But becauſe 'thefe Things are impoflible to 
er, LU accompliſhed for ever: How will they joyn 
r ini thofe Ren ot the Earth, and Great len, rich 
and San, chief Captains and mighty Men, &c. (who bad 
tOwarSecn Occafions of the Loſs of Souls under their 
furtheWharge, . Examples and Neglect of Duty 
ts ſhouſYowards them) in their femful Clamours, and yet 
Was Bopuitleſs Cries, when they :thall 'C:y, Rev. 6. 16. 
fitneſs t o the Mountains an Rocks fall on ws, and hide 
che Nui from the Face of Mm that fitteth onthe'Thyone, and 
4+tefullor the Wrath of the Limib----Let all Maſters af 


ted ut 
en All 
Seat! 


e in Mami lies, ſerioutly conſider theſe things, before it 
nd God too fate, that they may be forewarned to flee 
14 Capaom the Wrath to come. _—_ | 
5 Di oy 2 n 
comma er it befor LAMENT ATION, ro n ail btfore' be 
ion! Men, in TVM Branches. N 
a Deſire 1. Liar there are amongſt s, ſo many UNcoDLY 


into th 
im, tbr 
Of Dub 
en'd, Cu 
s Sktibe 


. IRRELIGIOUS HOUSHOLDERS, who' live in the 
tal NEGLECT of all theſe religious Family Duties, 
hw*that ever there ſhould be Families, yea mauy 
mi lies in ENT AND, a Land of Light and fa- 
bus for Religions yea and in the chief Cities 
rdened FWeteof which are without the Practice of religious 
undoinMuties in them; this is Matter of great Grief, to 
Jow will ſerious and Pious Obſervers: But Oh! Wo 
Conſaſhd alas for us,'theBLinDxEss TEXORANCE and 
will thernErsw, that sbounds in the remoter Villages, 
he — x the moſt part, by ttaſon of the ropalNegnett, of 
ſudgy 
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Religious-Family-Worſhip: Theſe do certain] 
provoke the Lord, to pour out bis Fury upon thu 
eatheniſh Families, which call not upon hu N 
Jer. 10. 25. Have we uot then great Reaſon ({ 
conclude with the. Wiſe Man, Ebcl.. 9. 18. Thi 
One, a Few, and much more Many ſuch Sinners 4 
ſtroy mnch Good, and procure much Evil, Suffer 
and Calamity, to the Place and People among 
whom they live. This is for a Lamentat ion, and ii 
ſhall be for a Lamentat ian. ; | | 
2. Let us humbly and heartily Lament and B 
wail the OMIs5S10Ns and, INTERRUPTIONS in a 
Family-Duties, of which even the fr icteſt Profeſſors 
mongſt us, are to often guilty, Who can ſay he 1 
clean in this Matter, ſo as never to turn aſide b 
occaſional Omiſſions, or pertuntory Perfo 
mance of theſe Duties? Are there not many Chi 
dren and Servants in Profeſſors (yea and (alas tc 


5 - Se) 


us) in Church Members) Families, of Twelvhaw © 
Fourteen or Sixteen Years of Age, who (to my prefix ven. 
Grief I have obſerved) can read lirtla, and unde r. 
ſtand leſs, of the Holy Scriptures 5, are Stranger:th to 
catechetical Inſtructions; and hence are, and cauſ4 Tut 
not but be, moſt ſhametully and-unaccountablhixies: 
Jn. of thoſe fundamental Principles df us, 
riſtian Religion, which are indiſpenſibly necdſh, ſue 
ſary to be Known, in order to the Salvation m we 
their Immortal Sou ls. Ho juſtly then may bim i 
fear, that the Controvercy of the Great GOD, wi 
the People of this Land at this Time, in thoſe . 
ny Afflictions that are upon us; Is for the DS 
racy of Profeſſors, and the Unbecoming Caanaye ur hc; 
thoſe that are in viſible Covenant; For the Poo f. T 
king of his Sons and Daughters; and the Prophandhy.q..1 
neſs of our Sons and Daughters; occaſion'd by ta T 
much Indulgence of Parents; and too great Neſious 1 
lei of Family-Duty aud Inſtruction: Ia wn 125 
8 5 | OO wn. it DIC 
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ertainſW4ich they ſhou'd from their A mry; be devoted 
Dn thu G alia his Service, in their Day and Geherati. 
his Nan, Hence many Tithes the Hbly God juſtly per- 
ealon \fits'S.xiT a to captivate our Children tuto his 
8, „ vvernment;, zuck to engage their early Youtli'imn 
nners 


Service atcording to his Pleafirre, becauſe 
arents have not ſo cynſctenttouſly xs they ought, 
y fervent- Prayers and diligent Diſcharge of e- 
xy Duty, to th: pit he them up to God, in 4 
Vay ot Sutton 10 the Loyd Jeſas Chrift, by a Co- 
pant never to be broken or torgotten ; Here al- 
is tobe lamented the Dhconuſtancy, of ſome viſi- 
e Ptufefſorts; in performing that "moſt impor» 
mt Duty of FamiLy-PrRAYER, ſome attend- 
g it but few Times in a Week, others but once in 
Bay; or it may be, when the Thunder of God's 
wer ſtaxtleth them, and awakeneth t heir Coufci- 
&s; Or when ſome heavy Afflickion is ny 

or thefrs: Sure theſt are but © Nomtmally, and 
Wt rely Chriſtians z when therefore, we that defire 
1 3 ſelves upri bt with God, are (contra. 


Suffering 
among 
„ and it 


anger our graciom and holy Diſpoſition) forced 
and cal; Iuterruplfions of out daily Courſe of Family 
ountablWitics in an Degtee; let it be for a Lamentat ion 
-1ples off us, and L with all Diligence, endewour 
ly neceſſʒ fre out our Pardon by Jeſus Chriſt; that - thro? 
ation on we may be at Peace with GOD, and be fotnd 
may Him in TuAr DAY withont Spot md Flamelefs, 
OD, wi ( | 
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Ihe Thitd und La Ie u of CAUTION, ga 
M Thingi that would Hinder u, in the fulfilling of 
r holy Reſolutions to ſerve the LORD: 

t. Take heed of Worrpty MinntpyNtss. 
'atch againſt an eager and exrneſt Deſtre, to get 
red? Things in the Wotid. The Neglect of reti- 
tous Duties in 1 tre {ome of choſt 
wes, aud Soul drowtting and undoeng Lira 
- a "© #3 3% 5 
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unto which they that Witt BE Ricn, whatſoy 
ver comes on it are miſerably expoſed, 1 Tim, 6 
2 Aud we ate told, 1 John 2. 15. F ay Al. 
ve the Vorld, abe Love of the Fatheraus not in hi 
And without Love, all our Service of God is of 
no Value. Yea a greater than the Apoſtle Fohn tel 
us, Mat. 6. 24. Ie cannot ſerve God and Manny 
He that indulges a fixed worldly Principle in hin 
2 certainly find, the moſt important Duties o 
Family Worthip, will be either neglefes or Suff 
over, if any worldly Affairs Inter fere or ſtand; 
Competition with them, For ihe Love of Mon 
i. e. of worldly Wealth and Riches, is the Root ; 
all Evil; and thoſe that covet atter it, i. e. ſet the 
Heart upon it, ſo as to neglect their Duty to Guy 
either publick or. private, will find themſcly; 
2828 thro”? with many Sorrows, x Tim. C. 1 
n the Name and Woris then of, our Lord [cu 
Chriſt, Luke, 12. 15. Take heed and beware of C 
touſneſs. - | : 

2. Let us take heed, of ſuffering our Authorit 
e DiseUTED or TRAMPLED pon, by any 7 0 
_ Ebildren or Sergants., If we do, not. maintain ti 
Vigour of Family-Goverpwent to the ,utmot 
religious Duties, are ſo much againſt the Gram 
natural Corruption, that we fh4ll not be ablet 
comply with our own Reſolutions to ſerye t 
Lord: Becauſe this Child or the other, Serum 
will n:zgle#, diſpute againſt, and at laſt deſpiſe to 
Counſelled, Cnteehized and Inſtruted, much ore 
be rebuked. ur corrected, for the greateſt Miſcariag. 
Maintain we then, a civil Order and Decorum, | 
vigorous Exerciſe of Family-Diſcipline, to eve 
one in their Places and Relations: This will mal 
way for theit ready Compliance, with Family- 
ligious-Duties ; whereas remiſſneſs herein, will it 
truduce Confufio Rebellion, Diſobedience, to Ga 
and Man, yea and every evil Work, = =— Sg 
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z. Let us take heed of reſolving In oux o.] ]] 
TRENGTH. If we would have our Reſolutions 
mccre, Firm, and Laſtinę, let ùs implore the Gui- 
ance 21d Ditection of the Spirit of God, in ma- 
ing of them, and depend upon his Influence 
d Aſſiſtance, for the keeping of them; for we may 
aſſut'd, that if we mike never ſo many Reſolu- 
ons, and thoſe never ſo Firm in our own Strength, 
e {hall find by woeful Experience, that they are 
at like th: Goodneſs of Ephraim and Fudah, which 
by the Prophet in Hof. 6. 4. Compared to a 
mg Cloud, and an euly Dew which ſuddenly 
id infenfibly paſſeth aways 8 
1. And Laſtly, take heed of giving Way tv 
CRUPLES abont, or OBJECTIONS Ae any 
ind of Famihy-Dunies. This is the ready Way to 
ing them ont of Keſpedt with us; and to betrey 
to AggieFof them. Now the Excuſes and Ob- 
tions which are commonly made about Prayer, 
d other Family-Worſhip; are reduceable to 
bree Heads. 5 
0%. 1. Same ate ready to ſay, I would perform 
ſe Dur ies in my Family, but T want Expreſſion : 
annot extreſs my ſelt in a ſuitabe Amer, to 
ay with, or to Inſtruc others. 0 
Anſ. 1. Mayſt thou not juſtly blame, thy Fox MER 
EGLECT, tor thy Preſent Tuability to perform 
Duties? We ſay uſe Legs aed have Legs; and 

d ſays he will give Grace to the humble, 1 Pet. 5 
Tea and his Holy Spirit to thoſe that aſk him, Luk. 
13. i. e. The Gifts and Graces of his Spirit. 
thoſe that are waiti 
ay of Duty; be deep 


Hinderance. 


upon him for it ina 
tumbled, for Paſt Neg- 
; arid let want of Utterance, be no longer a+ 


we under a Deep and hum- 
ble 
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- The Duty, and Property 
ble Senſe of the Need, that we and all ours ſtand j 


ot Pardoning Mercy and;yurgin zrace, Of Fuſtih 
cat ion (ror the Guilt 91 Sin. 55 the. Imputatig 
oft Chriſt's Righteouſneſs To us; of Sant ificati 
the Implaytation 
we under ſenſible I 
P! effions, thai there is enough in Chriſt, to ſuppl 


from the Pollution of Siu, oy 
that Righteouſneſs Iu us: Be 
all dur Souls N eceflities, even all Fulneſs, Col. 
19. And that it is promiſed that we, ſhall recei 


therevt Grace. for Grace, Joh; 1. 16. As Need 


quires, Heb. 4. 16. And-as Need will make the nal 
Man to run; So ſenſe thereof, will make the Ne 
. Soul, able to expreſs himſelf ſo as may obtr 
Audience, Acceptance, and dnſwer, from that G 


who never counts umſelt better ſcrv'd in Pray 


than when the Spixit belpeth a fincere Soul, to a 


driſs him: Cum Suſpiris Inenqmral ilibus, with G. fn 


ings which cannot te uttered, Rom. 8. 26. 
3. Do w well as you CAN, and improve all A 
vantages to do better. Up and be doing, manits 
2 willing Mind, and be aſſu:'d the Lord will x 
cept youll, according to what you have, andi 
accordingto what.you.have not, 2 Cor. 8. 12. 
4. EX ERCISE FAIT RH on Jeſw Chriff. and tt 
will make the leaſt ſincere Service acceptable 
God. Whereas without Faith it is impoſſible to, ples 


him, Heb. 11. 6. Now fiedfalt Exerciſe ut Fat 


in God thro' Chriſt, ęnabls the Soul to look! 
to bim, take hold of him, and depend upon hu 
for all Things Teton al, Si ual and Eternal, ai 
engageth the Spirit of, Ar 3nd Supplicat ion, 
help Our Infirmities in all Kinds of Prayer, and! 
al! Uther, Duties of true Religion, and makes fi 
ther Addition to Faith, and every other Grace, 
the Power of Cbriſt. 5 
8. Be frequent and fervent in 
and that will fit us for Famity 
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ſtand ighion with God in ſecret Duties, gives us an holy 
Jui reedom thro' Chriſt, warms our F Affections, and 
Futatiagzuickens our Graces, to draw near to him; and 
+:ficatinnakes us fay, with earueſt-Defire and Tranſport of 
-ation Flight, as the Royal Prophet did, Pſal.73.28. But it i 
mjible Incas for me to draw near to God, becauſe I have put my 
o (upplfMruſt in the Lord, &c. . 
„Col. Obj. 2. But Iam a poor Man, I cannot ſpare Time t 
i recevittend theſe Duties, leaſt my Family, WANT therely, 
Need lf Anſ. 1. What Man! Doft thou. want Time? Cant 
* by ou not afford One Hour, to the Service of that 
e NM 


od who gives thee Twenty Four Hours every Day, 


Y obtuWrthy worldly Affairs? 

chat Col 2. Tx usr GOD, that thou Halt not boſe by the 
n Pray me expended in hu Service. He hath promiſed, 
ul, to at if we Honour the Lord with our Subſtance, our 


th G. on, ſhall be filled, Prov. 3. 10. He challengett 


s People to prove Dm, and fee if he will not open 


e all Mie Vindow: of Heaven, and rain down a Bleſſing, 
ma nuch there ſball not be room to receive it, Mal. 3. 1c. 
| will ai 3. Do you nor SQUANDER AWAY much more 
„ And ne than theſe Duties would take up? In unſeaſona- 
8. 12. e Sleeping, Smoaking, Drinking, Company keeping, 

and thi Hearing Or Telling News; yea it may be worſe 
ptable Wan that, in Reproaching, Slandering and Backbite- 
le to put; your Neighbours; ſpend leſs time in theſe 
of Falfhings, and there will remain ſufficient time for 
look Duties, both of our general and patticular 
upon Milling. In a Word, devote a proportion. of eve- 
na; Day unto God, and he will bleſs the Reſt, ſa 
cation, mall fully make you amends ſor ſo doing. 
yer, and Obj. 3. But, There are mam GROwN Perfons in 
nakes fi) Family, I am ASHAMED to attend theſe Duties 
Grace, tore them. A! 


4%. 1. This is a Shame which ae have reaſon to 

Pam d of and humbled for; what aſham'd of 

gion, Dur, Duty, our q, our GOD. 92 1 
: 2. 4 


Dux. 8 
Comm 
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Ihe Duty and Property 
2. Al the reſt in our Families, are our Inferiony 
It argues great Folly and Weakneſs, to be aſhan' 
betore ſuch as are our Infertours. 
3. And laſtly, If we are now aſban d of the 
vice and Worſhip of God, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt wi 
.be aſham'd of us, when He comes in the Glory of | 


t Pra 
es uni 
race f 
g his 
lor y. 
ys 11 


Father, with the Holy Angels, Mark. 8. 38. 1 
And ſo much tor Anſwer to the Objections 1 


the Careleſs; I nyw proceed to ſatisfie the Scrup|i 
of the Seriow, who defire to comply with eve 
known Duty, but are not convinced with wh; 
Divine Authority this important Duty of Famil 
Prayer, is preſled in Scripture upon the Governg 
of the Houſhold. | 

It is a judicious Note of a learned Writer, uf 
with God, upon Heb. 3. 7. The Holy Ghoſt ſaith, 
that Exhortations to Duty, ought to be reſolved; 
to an Authority which cannot be diſputed. Ther 
tore, that my Building may be firm, and my Fou 
dation ſure, I ſhall ground all upon what the 
poſtle by the Holy Ghoſt preſſeth upon the A- 
ans, and the Teſtimony of the ſame Holy Gbe 
Concerning Corneliw, AR. 10. 2. 

Furſt, That foremention'd Text, Eph. 6. 1 
Praying always with 5 Prayer and 8 of t 
Spirit, that Precept being ſo univerſally extend 
and with ſuch Authority preſſed upon all Chrill 
ans: I humbly conceive contains in it thy 
Things. 

Firſt. That a Chriſtian ſhould endeavour to 
always in a ſtatable Frame for Prayer, that is, in 
vigorous Exerciſe of every Grace, viz. Faith, Ho 
Love, 8c. i. e. having his Loyns girt ready f 
any Duty, but in a ſpecial Manner tor this, whit 
is of ſuch continual and univerſal Concernme 
that a Man may as well live an Animal Life wi 
out Breath, as a Chriſtiag live a ſpiritual Life wit 

. * 0 


con. 
ing bi 
him 


mor 
ve his 
Third, 


Fourth 
yer, 
ligent 
W we 
Reſ; 
we « 
any © 
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t Prayer; in which he breaths out his holy De- 
es unto God, and breaths in renewed Supplys of 
ace from God, for the promoting and prolang- 
g his ſpiritual Life, even unto Eternal Lite and 


nferiou 
aſliam 


45 wn ory. Beſides we ſhou'd endeavour to be al- 
70 91 3ys in a ſuitable Frame for Prayer, which is (0 
85 ceſſary to put 2 Chriſtian in Frame tor every 
oat her Duty, of Family Worſhip, and of all Reli- 


on. 
gecondly. That a Chriſtian ſhould undertake no- 
Ing but what he can own before Gad, and appeal 


Scruplt 
1th eve 
1th wh; 
f Famil 


overnd always, with all Supplicat ion of the Spirit, then 


tainly we cannot pray ſo, unleſs it be about 
at is agreeable to the Spitits moſt holy Nature 


ah, d Operations: That all our Motions and Acti- 
ſolver» whether they be Natural, Civil or Religious, 
4. 25 be Canfied y the Word of God, and Pray: 
AE Bo and a Chriſtian ſhould not be ſatisfied in any 
a2 wha adertaking, that cannot be ſo ſanRified by his 


Imble Petition to the God of all Grace, and Gu- 
mour of all Affairs and Events, that he would 
ve his Bleſſing upon it and Succeſs in it. 

Thirdly. We are to embrace and attend all Sea- 
s and Occaſions of Prayer. The wiſe Man 
th, Ecl. 3. 1. and a Time to every Purpoſe under the 
„5 and a Word ſpoken in Seaſon, or as ſome 
dit, upon the Wheels, how good 1s it? That is 
s exceeding good and profitable. 

Purthly and Laſtly. Praying always with all 


the Efbe 
Oly Gbe 


h. 6. 1 
tion of t 
extende 
11 Chriſ 
mit the 


Tous yer, muſt needs preſs upon us, the Faithful and 
11, HM igent- Attendance unto all Kinds of Prayer; 
ready e canuot be ſincere in any Duty, if we have 
his oi Reſpe& unto all God's Commandments; nor 
cernmen®” We expect the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of Grace 


any Supplication, if we live in the wilful Neg- 
of any Kind of Prayer, which the Precepts or 
/ 2 Xame 


Life wi 
Late wit 
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him for his Bleſſing thereupon; for if we are to 
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W - 


na Li 


: 
| 
| 
- 


48 The Duty and Property 
Examples of the Scriptures recommend unto q is 2 
Practice. Now there are Four Kinds of Playe fn 
Which a Chriſtian is enjoin'd to live in the Pra 80 
tice of all his Days, viz. Publick Þ: ayer, Pric; s for 
Prayer, Secret Prayer and Ejacuiatory Prayer. Dub ami! 
lick Prayer is performed in and with the Aſſemb ten 


of the Faithful, where God u greatly to be feared Hublio 
the Aſſemblies of hu Saints, Tſal. 89. 7. There wer The 
1t were twiſt our Faith, Love and Hope into th lis, 
ſame Cord with the Reſt of the Faithtul, HA¹ 
will not be eaſily broken, but will prevail to t { GO 
obtaining all Bleſſings, which we, or any of ou ra 
or the Church of God in general, ſtands in Nee is He 
- of, And to attend this Kind of Prayer, is th{W'®Y cr 
Duty of all Chriſtians, both in Seaſon, viz. on HH lie 
Lord's Day; and out of Seaſon, on the Week's An. 
Days, as ſpecial Emergencies of Providence, ' Ge 
require it at our Hands. Secondly, Private H!“ 
is the daily Supplication that a Chriſtian make le, an 
with and for his Family: Upon which I ſhall dilat@* 
by and by, as what I am now in ſpecial concern! The 
to treat of, Thirdly, Secret Prayer is in of”. K 
Cloſets, betwixt God and our own Souls : This! olitic 
Commanded and Commended, with a Graciod n 
Ptomiſe to be rewarded, by our Saviour himſelf 
in Matthew 6. and 6. In Practice of this Duty, in 
conſiſteth much of the Spirit, Lite and Vigour Med * 
true Religion. Fourthly, Ejaculatory Prayer is N 
moſt ſpeedy lifting up of our Souls to God, f D 
Aſſiſtance, upon any ſudden or ſurprizing Occaifif®* * 
on of Affliction or Temptation that befalls us, 0 Wuld 
giving Thanks for any unexpected Mercy or Del en. 
verance. Two Iluſtrious Inſtances of the Excel Floc 
lency and Prevalency of this Kind of Prayer s. 
find in Scripture : The firſt in the 24th of Genf 
and the 45th. The other Text fs in Nehennal * - 


2. 4, 5» Now the right Pertormance of this Du 
[ 
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is a comfortable Evidence of a Chriſtians hea- 


unto qu ; 

f Praveſ$cnly Frame and Diſpoſition of Mind: So that 
he Pra lis Sort of Prayer is 2 very proper Means to fit 
„Bir for Secret Prayer, that rightly diſpoſeth us for 
„, DWanily Prayer, and all theſe being duly attended, 
A fem tender us better fitted for, and more fervent in 


blick® Prayer in the Aſſemblies of the Saints. 


eared 1 
ave The Second Example of 22 is that of Cor- 


Te WE 2 


into th 
1, wic e, and prayed always, Acts 10. 2. i. e. The Fear 
ail tot God inſtrücted and inclined him to all Kinds 
ot our Prayer, that miglit be of ſaving Good, to all 
in Nees Houſhold: To which bleſſed End, Family- 
r, is Mayer wou'd eſpecially conduce. But my Con- 
z. on ru lies now with Family Prayer : For the prov- 
je Weeks and confirming whereof, I ſhall Firſt lay down 
ence, oF” General Poſitions, which bind all Perſons, at all 
ate Pad e. Then ſbew in what Reſpetts it i Commend- 
n make le, and in what Reſpedts it is Indiſpenſibly Neceſſa- 


2311 dilat 


concern The Firſt Poſition then is, That all Perfons what- 


er Relative Capacity they ſtand in (whether it be 


s in ou 

This Molitical, Eccleſiaſtical or Oeconomical) ave obli- 

Gracie make ſuirable Acknowledgments of God's Diſpen- 
- himſe}/i975 of Providence towards them, every Day. We 

his Duty'* in a World of many Changes, and ſtand in 
igour ed to wait upon the Lord, for Renewal, or 

ayer is Nes of Strength (as it is in the Hebrew ) Ifa. 40. 
God, fol” Now every gudly Perſon is to pray unto the 

g Occal rd while he may be found, Hal. 32. 6. Leſt he 

[1s us, e ould not come nigh unto him, when. Troubles 

or Delle encreaſed; or that he may be preſerved ſafe 

he Excel: Floods of great Waters, as Troubles are ſome- 
Prayer es repreſented, for ſome learned Interpreters 

of Genef"ry it to either Senſe. And as to Seuſe of Sin, 


Nebemial at deadly, killing Plague; every one is infected, 
> this Duhd therefore ought to know it, and ſeek the 


ll. E 3 


\ 


- — —— — — ——— ů ů ů —ů - 2 ö 


tus, of whom it is ſaid, He feared God with all hy 


Pate - 
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ayer ardhbur Examples draw them to Sn daily, therefore 
y all he ſhow'd endeavour by our godly Practice, to en- 
ery Per. age them in Duty to God: But having already 
ale col inted this, I need not here enlarge upon it. 

r Being Thin dly, Inferiour Relatives atrending unto Fa- 
nove, andily Prayer, gain Inſtructions how to pray, and 


ſons dai. 
ad Com 
s and tat 

ſhall be 
e fore the 


earn to expreſs themſelves in ſuitable Manner to 
hetr various Occaſions. | . 

Fourthly, By the Superiours daily faithful and 
event praying for and with the Inferiours, they 
te convinced of their Parents, Maſters or Gover- 
fours true Care and Concern for the Good and 
F a People eltare of their Souls, which 1s the beſt of Care 1 
ical Stay which the Houſholder approves his Sincerity, 
) oblidgeren unto Divine Acceptation, Gen. 18. 19, For 
ſe, accu know him, that he will teach hu Children, &c. i. e. 
s in DayWoth by Precept and noms of, and ſurely, it is to 
h, 12. Ii e hoped, they will tractably learn their Leſſon. 

Parts off Fif:hly, The Nature of the Relations in Fami- 
ingdomgWics doth oblidge them to take ſpecial Care one of 
hat evenhnother; and to ufe ell Means and perform all 
ly Praye Duties, that e promote each others beſt Good 
indiſſenhnd Welfare. Onely here we muſt remember, the 
ur of th@uperiours are to lead, aud nothing can obtain 
he ParentWlercy for them or bring down Bleflings upon 
ncouragethem, like praying with them to the God of Hea- 
ally Sup 
| Diſco 
m with 
their or 
ing Or Ke 
reſſions ( 

Second 


en. 
Sixthly and laſtly, as to this : The Saints of God 
precate the Wrath of God to be poured out up- 
bn prayerleſs Families, ſtigmatizing them with 
his Brand, that they know not the Lord, becauſe they 
all not upon hu Name, Jer. 10. 25. As alſo the Pſaſ- 
miſt, Hal. 79. 6. prays, that whole Kingdoms mage 


a prevail of Prayerleſs Families, may have the Wrath of God 

The Heaſoured out 11pon them, Now if it be ſinful and mi- 

> his Menferable to neglect it, how ptous and commendable 

. Beſidt is 
C 
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is it, to live in the faithful and conitant Practice S. 
of this important Duty of daily Family Prayer, We 7 
But Secondly, It is a Duty indiſpenſably neceſſa to G 
to be attended by all fincere Chriſtians. thoſe 
Fuſt, It is neceſſary to ſue out our Pardon for Fa. Npraiſ 
mi Sins, Now I account thoſe Family SinsMiyuke 
which are committed by Counſel, Example ore , 
Neglect of Duty, according to their Relative Ca- 
pacities. For Inſtance, if Children or Servants, 
tall into Sin by their Parents or Maſters Examples 
or for Want of better Inſtruction, or of due Cor. 
rection; It is to be heartily bewailed in our daily, 
Supplications at.the Throne of Grace. 

Secondly, It is neceſſary for obtaining new Supt ly; 
of Grace, for the Diſcharge of Family Relative Duties, 
and for Aſliſtance of the Spirit of Chriſt, to the 
due and acceptable Performance of them, wier 
whom we can do nothing, John 15. 5. 

Thirdly, That they may duly humble themſelves 
under Family Afflictions, thoſe are {ſuch as do prin- 
cipally affect the Heads and Governours : But e- 
very Perſon is bound to ſympathiſe with them, 
and the Nearneſs of their Relations one to a- 
nother, is ſuch as will oblidge them thereunto. 

Fifthly, Joint Prayers are like to be moſt effec-· 
tual, we are told, ſam. 5. 16.--The effectual fer vent 
« Prayer of a righteow Man availeth much. Surely thenhi 
the more Righteous Perſons are together, and thei 
more fervent their Prayer, the more prevalent in 
what they pray for. Hence in Times of great At: 
fliction, the whole People are required to humble 
themſclves and pray, c. Eeing encouraged there: 
unto by a gracious Promiſe ot Audience Accep-WW 
tance and Anſwer, 2 Chron. 7. 14. -- then willl 
bear from Heaven and forgive their Sin and heal theirhy; A 
Land, 2 Chron. 30. 27. | | old o 
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Sixthly and Laſtly, Joint Praiſes do appear by 
the Teſtimony of Scripture to be moſt acceptable 
to God; for Inſtance our Saviour expected that 
thoſe Lepers who were healed together, ſhould 
rate God together; and reproves the contrary, 
Luke 17. 17. Were there not Ten Feanſed, but where 
me the Nine! There is not that returns to give Glory 
to God, ſave thus Stranger, And Y pleaſing is it to 
zod, that Concord in praiſing him, obtained a 
lortous Manifeſtation of his Preſence: As we 
ad 2 Chron. 5. 13, 14. --- as the Trumpeters aud 
Fingers were as one, to make one Sound in praiſing and 
henking the Lord, &c. v. 14. The Glory of the Lord 
fled the Houſe of God. So exceeding pleaſant are 
our Joint-Praiſes to the Giver of our Mercies. 

Thus I have, altho' but briefly, yet I hope with 
200d Evidence of Argument, confirm'd and preſ- 
ed daily Family Prayer, to be the important Du- 

of every Religious Houſholder. I ſhall only 
ubjoin two Warnings of ſpecial Concernment, to 
ll ſuch as would attend it unto Divine Accep- 
ance, and conclude the whole Diſcourſe: Be- 
teching the bleſſed Maſter of Aſſemblies, to faſten 
ery Word therein, as a Nail in a ſure Place, 
pon the Conſciences of all that ſhall peruſe it; 
nat ſome who never did before, may be prevailed 
1th, to put it in Pragice z and that the beſt may 
e ſtirred up to be mare careful and circumfſpect” 
attending thereupon: So ſhall I obtain my De- 
e now, and not looſe my Rewatd in the Day of 
me Lord. Be warned therefore Firft againſt Cold- 
and Formality : This is a Frame we are in great 
anger to fall into; r in Prayer, if we 
te not very careful, will abate the Fervency of 
ur Attendance therein. Let us not be ſlothful, 
old or formal in this Buſineſs, but fervent in Spi- 
t, Oc. Rom. 12. 11. Serving that GOD who w 

a 


— — — — ñm— ——— ͥͤ P —e— — — — — — — 


54 The Duty and Property 
a SPIRIT, with our & irits, John 4. 24. Finding 
in our Heart to pray our Prayer as David, 2 Sam, 7 
27. + And pouring out our Soul before the Lord, «x 
Hamnah, 1 Sam. t. 15, Otherwiſe we cannot «x. 
ect to obtain any Mercy at the Hand of God, 
for our ſelves owours. The Apoſtle Ames in. 
forms us, that ſuch a Man as is fain:, weak, don. 
ing, cannot expe# to receive any Thing of the Lord, 
Jam. 1. 6. Surely we all find by woful Experi- 
ence, how much we ſtand in need of ſuch a Vat. 
Word as this. | 

Now This we are moſt obnoxious to, in the Uſe o 
preſcribed Forms of Prayer; whereas Extempore,.. 

Prayer requires the Attention of the Mind, toffl, - 
what we would repreſent unto God, or obtain, 
from him. 0 DV 
Obj. But i it not better to uſe a Set Form of By. 
er, than not to pray at al? I 

Anſw. I humbly conceive it may be better, pro-] 


vided theſe Rules be obſerved. | 

. Firſt, Uſe Forms to gain ſuitable Expreſſions,W- ©-* 
but ſtill leave Room for the Utterance given by ' 
the Spirit of Chriſt, and be ſure not to ſtint tha. 

- Secondly, Thereby to prepare the Mind for the 
ready Performance of the Duty at the proper Sea, af 
ſons thereof. | jon l 
» Thirdly, Pray for that Utterance which the Spi { 
rit alone can give; and faithtully uſe it as be 21 - © 
fords it, to the utmoſt; be not any Way remiſ = 

Teiln. 1 l. 

- Fourthly, As you find Strength to go alon 1 

leave off your Leading-Strings. Du 

And to prevent our reſting in Forms of Prayer a, 

. without Care and Endeavours to obtain ſpeciz N 

ce of the Spirit therein. | by 
Ame three Things. Firſt, Diſtractions d 


more haunt us in praying by Forms than other.! 
5 : wiſe ß 
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NN „ bevaufe we Can by gu ſtom utter à Form T4 
a 7. * 45. Aud Zur IN n Is l 9e On 4iothe: 4 Thing AI 
d, as hile 
EN | condi, $0 different are the r 14 and Degrees 
Ou, az 0 alits, Bodily and ir 122 that no one 


Ame in. . 
i om how vc 1 ſol 14. d1cton I” after: Tate 
, dou: iN, 4 zu IC] Rats 


he Lord, 'S, An 2 rer th ST. Tru U — the (x00 we 

Exp erj- BY Unt, needs not particular Informatio = 
a % atch. {WE Wanr A Variety of Arpity ents to ove * 
Aﬀettions, more than any ſet Form can 1 Cup= 


> Uſe o * * | 


Thirdly," 1 ne Frame of our Spirits alter with the 


tempor 
| * calms Of "Le A185 Provide il Dea! INES! And 
ind, to t Form cannot expreſs out Senſe of little 
' Obtain 


:Gition 5 (ie A RA LOR, Ir Our Zrate fu! Ac 
of Pray. * kn ledgmen F little Mitigati: mr, therent 
ECOMALY, Watch ag.:;/? Diftra@tons in Cave, Dit 
ter, pio- Many Occafions will iutrade upon us to 4 a_ 
iT aur Minds And abate the Inte nin st. 
wreſſions Souls in theſis {;utics® Let [LL Go CRIF 1 wok 10 


— 
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